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Namibia police demobilised 
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JSjrJ®™* reported* Jomafists were net permuted into the but at 
2£f afl » i*» sa estimated 1,15* Made tad white officers of Koerod, 
™? -" ?» “"•bar” ta *&*»■», paraded. The? were owned by 
siiiumi ot a DJt lone caoritah* flic uro c m iw ni h g to fndMuii— « ■■ 
®* r ^ S oth Aftican territory. Uniforms and weapons wane 
“TV™/™*'* «M tt* Sort African Press Association. Former 
iMUUK ii of the a nft H been confined to **** OdwitiH base bo 
nceMnc sHnU^ 1. o «U) police dries, but they JSS 
*5“b to to their hones at right. «»»■» theUnfted Nations h» |- 
**tn«wMoa to independence in April, the U.N. observers 

bay been eaBng for remorri of nonbOT of the Koevoet writ from Ihe 

petite (brae. 
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Iran accepts U.N. proposal 

UNITED NATIONS (R) — Irsn has accepted a recent United Nations 
proposal for the ■ t ii M ibB w start of aa Iraqi troop withdrawal and the 
repatriation by both sides of prisoners-of-war, an Iranian qcokesman with 
the U.N. wyif said Saturday. The spokesman quoted Iranian Foreign 
Minister AH Akbar Vdayri as saying that Iran agreed to the proposal, 
snbmltted to both sides by Seeretey General Javier Perez deCnettar when 
be — —4 m 1 a recent Noo- Aligned Movement meeting In Belgrade. 
According to the spokesman, Iraq bad not accepted the proposal. Be said it 
called for a hoop pdkmt to i«lrniatk»i %-recogn£tid borders to be 
completed within 15 days and the exchange of prisonos-of-war, numbering 
more thin 1001,000 within three months. A ceasefire in the Iran* Iraq war 
took effect In August, 1988. Bat there has been no progress in 
implementing other p?"riiiwf {□ a Security Council resolution 

adopted in July, 1987 which atoo cafe for a troop withdrawal to 
bUcrnatianal boundaries and; the return of prisoner s -of-war captured 
during the elgfcf-year-long friHe. 
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§ 1 killed 
m Jenin 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
— - Israeli troops shot 



Sjfa 


a Palestinian youth in an 
overnight dash in die area of 
Jenin in the occupied West Bank, 
Israel Radio said Saturday. 

Masked youths armed with 
knives stopped troops cm the way 
to Maythahin village outside 
Jenin, the radio said. Troops 
7 ? «ad[ opened fire and killed the youth. 
4 ra ffle. Qv The killing raises fee death toll 

~ in the 21-montfa-Palestinian up- 
rising to 656 Palestinians. 

In the Gaza Strip, Arab hospit- 
al officials said Saturday that 
Israeli troops shot and bounded 
16 Palestimans. 
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few Fourteen Aabs were wounded 
fc£ger Bokfr- during dashes in Khan Younis 
refugee camp and two in Gaza 
Ch ove ™ight, the officials said, while 
■wuadoo^ two moxe were shot ty troops in 
afonaop^ Gaza Saturday morning. 

* 3 solo m Israeli military authorities ban- 

cari, jjgf? ned Pales tinians from the Gaza 
-^«aj hom entering Isa el for 60 

boms over the Jewish new year 
? ci.v-J ? holiday beginning Friday until 4 
jum. (0200 GMT) Monday. 

One Palestinian was wounded 
over nigh t in a. dash with Israeli 
police in the village of Shnfat 
which is within Jerusalem’s city 
limits, the radio said. 

Palestinian uprising activists 
called a general strike in the 

__ occupied territories Saturday to 

freed Safe. protest at United States’ support 

i-'.-i’eod fe for A ^ s ^ cL . . .. . 

^ »o«Sb Arab reportssaid m the Mayth- 
:; r ahm incident the men had block- 
’fxaceG* the road to prevent villagers 
a - a Snh ® rom * eav h>8 for jobs in Israel 
because uprising leaders had caJ- 
r led for the general strike..- They 

\ . *-f a IJ- add ed - that th e solc fc flJ % ft o* ved- 
r ! » nr the dash wore mifitary um- 
® fonns but drove a commandeered 
■ Arab Mercedes with. bine West 

?•*. zsjtfi Bank licence plates. 

Masked youths stoned and 
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~f damaged e^it cars and. injured 
x-a Mte tWQ jsyaeii motorists overnight 
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near the Jewish settlement of 
Maak Adnmzm near Jerusalem, 
Israel Radio said. 

Meanwhile, Israelis observing 
new year, donned holiday garb 
Saturday and walked through the 
® streets on their way to some 8,000 
rvc c » { synagogues across the country. 

Cars were scarce but security was 
heavy. 

Rosh Hashana, die Jewish New 
Year, is one of Judaism’s holiest 
days when many non-observant 
Jews 11180 attend P ra J rer «wvices. 
jaytnSlr On Friday, the Israeli army 
freed three soldiers convicted in 
one of the most contentious cases 
in the Palestinian uprising, cut- 
by three numths prison terms 1 
^ *»: handed down in the beating of 
;= pbifiQP' Gaza Strip who later (fied. 

i The army announcement' fol- 

. -i lowed criticism by Israeli liberals 

cr that leniency could encourage 

.tf as 5 ®, further abuse by sole fiers faced 
i . with tire task of putting down the 
, 21-month revolt. 

, Also Friday, Israeli Prime 
-■*£& Minister Yitzhak Shamir said in a 
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1 p jtfv newspaper mterview mai," 
* ( :^bF can five with the intifoda.’ 

' Shamir told the Davar daily 

that the govennnent has not used 
all its to crush the revolt. 

“If Israel is always convinced 
that it cannot c om promise or give 
in to these demands, it will con- 
tinue to stand in this fight and it 
w>n mtin'nm 1 . for a long time. We 
are stronger, they are the suffer- 
ers,” he said. 
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MANUSCRIPTS ON DISPLAY: Her 

Majesty Queen Noor Saturday opened an Islamic 
manuscripts exhibition at the National Gallery for 
Fine Art to mark die occasion of the 10th 
anniversary of the establishment of the Royal 
Society for Fine Art. The ezMHtioa, expected to 
last until mid-November, includes 40 pieres of art 


depleting the beauty bf Arabic writing. The 
609-year-old pieces of art cany Koranic verses, 
Islamic Sanaa, and poems. This exhibition was 
held earlier in Geneva, London, Dnbtfai, Zurich. 
Present at the whihftinw was Her Royal Highness 
Princess Wfidan AIL (Petra photo) 


Sharif Zaid pledges strict 
action to ensure public safety 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The govern- 
ment will take strict measures to 
put an end to any activity that 
jeopardises public safety in the 
Kingdom, Prime Minister Sharif 
Zaid Dm Shaker said Saturday. 

“AD institutions related to pub- 
lic safety will perform their duties 
wiripn.a comprehensive national 
jpdficy the' mea- 

sures :adopted hr this regard will 
eliminate dangers threatening the 
people and environment, ” Sharif 
Zaid was quoted as saying at a 
meeting of die recently formed 
Higher Committee for Public 
Safety. 

The Jordan News Agency, Pet- 
ra, also quoted the prime minister 
as saying that the committee 
should perform its duties with a 


comprehensive view to safe- 
guarding the environment. He 
also called for stepped up efforts 
to ensure efficiency and quick 
response and action to resolve 
public safety problems In the 
country, Petra said. 

The agency said the higher 
committee set up several panels 
in various fidds'bf jmbfie health 
and potentially hazardous areas. 

A panel was formed With the 
membership of tire ministries of 
industry and trade, labour, health 
and social developmen t to study 
public safety problems in industry 
and come up with solutions and 
recommendations. Another 
iel comprises the ministries of 
and social development 
and Greater Amman Municipal- 


ity to monitor restaurants, snack 
bars, foodstuff stores and street 
vendors to ensure that public 
safety regulations are adhered to. 

The higher committee also 
approved the formation of public 
safety committees in various gov- 
emorates and recommended the 
establishment of a technical com- 
mittee to Conduct' necessary "stu- 
dies to deal with emergency situa- 
tions. It asked the Minikry of 
Water and Irrigation to present a 
study on water resources and 
garbage disposal sites. 

The higher committee will 
meet once every month and re- 
view reports drawn up by the 
various panels and other con- 
cerned institutions and parties, 
Petra said. 


Baker urges Israel to pick 
up from Cairo initiative 


UNTIED NATIONS (Agencies) 
— U.S. Secretary of Stale James 
Baker has said that if Israel's 
cabinet fails to advance Middle 
East peace efforts when it meets 
in the coming week other peace 
options wDI have to be consi- 
dered. 

Baker, seeking to advance 
Middle East peace diplomacy, 
also stressed Friday that Egypt’s 
proposals' for an Jsraefi-Paksti- 
man dialogue are completely 


Minister -Yitzhak Sha- 
mir's Likud bloc rejects key 
aspects of the 10-point proposal 
advanced by Egyptian President 
Hbem Mubarak, including his 
suggestion that Israel trade lam! 
for peace. 

“The real question is what 
position the government of Israel 
takes when the cabinet meets 
next week,” sai d Baker, at a news 
conference at the U.S. mission to 
the United Nations. 

“The Egyptian 10 points is not 


a competing proposal, it is simply 
a method of trying to get imple- 
mentation of fee Shamir propos- 
al,” Baker added. 

‘Tt is the opening position 
adopted by Palestinians when 
they sit down with Israelis to talk 
about elections." 

“I think we have to take the 
peace process in the Middle East 
a step at a time,” Baker said. 
(( 7he name of the game right 
now, it seems to me, is to — for 
the first time — get Israelis and 
Palestinians talking to each 
other.” 

The United States, the Pales- 
tine Liberation Organisation 
(PLO) and Israel’s Labour Party 
of Vice-Premier Shimon Peres 
have all accepted the basic tenets 
of Mubarak’s proposal. 

Shamir, however, has -said 
Mubarak is trying to amend his 
plan for Palestinian elections in 
ways unacceptable to- Israel. 

Likud rejects the “land-for- 
peace” concept, and does not 


want to allow Palestinians in 
Arab Jerusalem or outside the 
territories to vote, as the plan 


J s emphasis on the nego- 
tiability of Mubarak’s proposals, 
along with his repeated praise for 
Shamir’s plan for elections for 
Palestinian representatives, is 
seen as a way of trying to keep 
Likud .from rejecting the idea 
next week. 

Israeli government officials 
predict a deadlock in the cabinet 
when Labour and Likud debate the 
Egyptian additions to Israel’s 
election initiative. 

The initiative, advanced by 
Shamir five months ago, proposes 
elections in die occupied territor- 
ies for Palestinians cm the status 
of West Bank and Gaza Strip. 

Israel Radio said Saturday Sha- 
mir and Mubarak had. agreed to 
hold talks soon. 

It said the meeting was set 


Gorbachev: Ukraine key to perestroika 
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MOSCOW (Agencies) — Krem- 
lin leader Mikhail Gorbachev 
said Saturday the Ukraine holds 
the key to the success of his 
perestroika reforms, warning that 
if they fetter in the restless repub- 
lic, they will falter across the 
country, . . 

JSs comments appeared m the 
party daily Pravda two days after 
be went to the Ukraine, a vital 
Soviet agricultural and industrial 
region, and oversaw the replace- 
ment of the republic’s conserva- 
tive party chief Vladimir Shcher- 
bitsky by Vladimir Ivashlco- 

“I am sure that a very, good 
bare for political leadershii) has 
been cieaied in the Ukrainian 
party... if perestroika fetters m 
the Ukramett wifi fetter through- 
out the entire country,” Gor- 
bachev said. • . . . 

While the Soviet Union has 
been racked by growing national- 
ist ftn rw rf in republics from the 
Baltic to Azerbaijan, many 
Soviet «*ti**ra grumble that Gor- 


bachev’s perestroika reforms 
have not reversed a decline in 
hying standards. 

Both Shcherbitskyand Iv&shko 
wore also interviewed by Pravda, 
with die new Communist Party 
leader pledging to boost the 
Ukraine’s economic potential and 
tackle serious food -and housing 


“We will devote our attention 
to resolving fee bousing and food 
problems, making more staple 
goods available, improving health 
care and resolving ecological 
issues,” he said. There -are con- 
tinuing environmental problems 
following the 1986 accident at the 
Chernobyl power plant north of 
Kiev. • 

“The people are very dissatis- 
fied,” said the new chief of fee 
repnbhc that is home to 50 mil- 
lion people, the Soviet breadbas- 
ket and an important coal-pro-, 
daring and industrial area. ' . - 

He ticked off a half-dozed 
priorities including improved 


housing, food supplies, consumer 
goods, health care, the environ- 
ment and associated problems of 

Cherno^^roci^^fe 1986^and 
the construction of another nuo- 
lear plant in the Crimea. 

Ivashko also pledged to allow 
the full development of Ukrai- 
nian culture, a sign he is likely to 
be more inclined towards com- 
promise with those who are 
- pushing for preservation of fee 
Ukrainian language and deman- 
ding more economic and political 
autonomy. 

The 56-year-old Ivashko, who 
long has been pegged by obser- 
vers as a supporter of Gor- 
bachev’s reforms, said one of his 
main ftwiiws will be to work out a 
p r ogram me of the Ukraine’s eco- 
nomic . independence within the 
.feameworic of the. Soviet eco- 
nomy. 

Sbcherbhsky, 71, the last pofit- 
buro holdover from the years of 
former President Leonid I. 


Brezhnev, was intolerant of dissi- 
dent. But under Gorbachev’s re- 
form policy, Ukrainians began 
making the same demands as 
other ethnic activists in the Soviet 
Union, and in early September 
held the founding meeting of the 
Rukh political movement. 

Echoing Gorbachev, Ivashko 
said one of his most important 
tasks would be to strengthen the 
party so that it . does not lose 
initiative at a time when many 
informal political groups are plac- 
ing demands before it and the 
government. 

There had been many reports 
in the past - several years that 
Shcheibitsky was being forced 
out by Goroacbev, but he held 
onto his job until he and two 
other pohtburo members were 
eased out of fee country's ruling 
body cm Sept. 20. Ukr ainian par- 
ty leaders chose Ivashko in multi- 
can didate secret balloting cm 
Sept. 28. 


Lebanese parliament meets 
with *no choice but to succeed’ 


TAJF (Agencies) — Lebanon's 
parliament met in this mountain 
resort Saturday and was told by 
its speaker,* “we have no choice 
but to succeed" in finding an end 
to Lebanon’s bloody civil war. 

Sixty-three of fee surviving 73 
members, half Christian and half 
Muslim, are attending the meet- 
ing to debate an Arab-sponsored 
reform package which would re- 
distribute political power in 
favour of Lebanon's Muslims. 

They have come some 1,800 
kilometres to escape the political 
pressures of Beirut, where a 
tentative ceasefire has been in 
force since army commander 
Michel Aoun accepted an Arab 
League peace plan Sept. 22. 

King Fahd of Saudi Arabia, in 
an opening address read by 
Foreign Minister Prince Sand A1 
Faisal in Taif s conference palace, 
called on the fending parlia- 
mentarians to cooperate in find- 
ing a settlement to fee conflict in 
which more than 150,000 people 
have been killed since 1975. 

“It is high time we moved from 
trading artillery shells and accusa- 
tions to hasten the peacemak- 
ing,” the king’s message said. 

The monarch underscored the 
necessity of enabling the 
Lebanese state “to spread legiti- 
mate authority over the entire 
territory of Lebanon.” 

Most of Lebanon, except an 
gOO-square-lrilometre Christian 
enclave north of Beirut is under 
the control of Syria which has 
40,000 troops in Lebanon. Israel 
occupies a “security zone" of 
Lebanese territory along its 
border. ’ 

Fahd is~a member of a. three- 
member committee mandated by 
the 22-member Arab League to 
bring peace and reconcile Leba- 
non’s feuding factions. 


Fahd, King Hassan of Morocco 
and President ChadH Benjedid of 
Algeria formulated a seven-point 
peace plan that included a 
“national reconciliation charter" 
of political reforms that the 
Lebanese parliamentarians will 
debate. 

The Taif meeting, the first by 
Lebanon’s parliament outside the 
country, was designed to reduce 
sectarian pressures on the legisla- 
tors which have been a major 
factor in the collapse of earlier 
initiatives. 

Some of the Lebanese deputies 
who arrived in Taif late Friday 
said fee meeting would last three 
to 10 days. 

'Last chance’ 

Before fee deputies left Beirut 
Friday, Lebanon's acting Prime 
Minis ter Salim A1 Hess said the 
Taif meeting “could be the last 
chance for peace in Lebanon.” 

He told fee Associated Press 
that fee deputies “must not fail. 
The will that silenced the guns 
ought to enforce a political solu- 
tion.” 

Conference sources said 60 of 
Lebanon’s 73 surviving legisla- 
tors, 33 Christians and 30 Mus- 
lims, were in Taif in Saudi Ara- 
bia’s western mountains. 

Three Shi'ite Muslim and seven 
Christian deputies failed to show 
up. 

“No one has refused to come, 
but some gave medical reasons 
for not attending,’’ Sand said. 

Twenty-five of the deputies in 
the 99-seat parliament have been 
killed or died of natural causes 
since the last general elections in 
1972. The fighting has prevented 
elections since then. 

Prince Sand told the deputies 
flanking him in the opulent. 


oriental-carpted conference hall 
that the Arab League reconcilia- 
tion charter was open to amend- 
ment by them. 

“After 14 years it is dear to all 
that war has not and will not lead 
to any result... the crisis is not 
impossible to solve, provided all 
the parties have the will to save 
Lebanon,” he added. 

Speaker Husseini said: “Fai- 
lure would open the road to hell 
for people... (and) the road to 
chaos and terrorism for the 
world.” 

The deputies, many in their 70s 
or even older, sat along a rec- 
tangular table in the lavish mar- 
ble hall in the quiet hill station of 
Taif, overlooking the Holy city of 
Mecca. 

Husseini, Prince Saud, Arab 
League envoy l-akhdar Ibrahimi 
and the foreign ministers of 
Algeria and Morocco, the other 
members of fee committee en- 
trusted with ending the fighting in 
Lebanon sat at the bead. 

The meeting is the deputies' 
first since an abortive session in 
September 1988, when they failed 
to raise a quorum and elect a 
successor to outgoing President 
Amin Gemayel. 

Gemayel appointed Aoun as 
interim prime minister but Mus- 
lims -rejected his authority proc- 
laiming loyalty to the carmaker 
administration of Hass. 

More than 830 people have 
been killed since Aoun launched 
a crusade in March to drive 
Syria’s 33,000 troops out of 
Lebanon. 

Lebanese are watching the Taif 
talks closely in the hope they can 
find a compromise between 
Christian demands for a quick 
Syrian withdrawal and the Mus- 
lim view feat reform of Lebanon’s 
sectarian political system must 


come first. 

The reconciliation charter says 
fee Syrian troops would remain in 
western Lebanon for two years 
after a stable government 
emerges in Beirut on fee basis of 
political equality. 

Syrian troops would temporari- 
ly remain in the eastern Bekaa 
valley and mountains northeast 
of Burnt under an agreement to 
be signed wife fee Lebanese gov- 
ernment. 

Muslim deputies, on fee other 
hand, fearful that the Christians 
might try to obstruct the reforms, 
want a tighter schedule before 
putting them into effect. 

The Taif meeting is informal 
and any decisions it takes have no 
legal authority. 

Syria sets priority 

Syria said Saturday that Leba- 
non's parliament should give 
priority to expelling fee Israeli 
army from South Lebanon. 

Damascus Radio also said 
Syria would continue to help fee 
country to preserve its unity. 

The radio said fee Lebanese 
insisted that their parliament 
must rach agreement. 

“It is necessary that fee Taif 
meeting be crowned with success 
to achieve national reconciliation 
and rescue Lebanon from its cri- 
sis,” it said. 

“One of the most important 
priorities is getting rid of fee 
Israeli enemy and reaching a 
solution which will enable Lebar 
non to tiverate its land from fee 
Zionist enemy.” 

Syria has said that its troops 
win not leave Lebanon while 
Israel retains forces in South 
Lebanon, where the Israeli army 
and an allied militia patrol fee 
“security zone.” 


What has changed 
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Only the name has changed,Fromthe 1st of October 1989Grindlays 
Bank pic changed its name to ANZ Grindlays Bank pic. 

Our services are still of the highest quality. You know Grindlays. 
Now ANZ Grindlays is still out in front-the bank at both ends of the 
deal. 


Grindlays Bank pic 


In addition to London, the change of name will apply on 
branches In Bahamas, Bahrain, Bangladesh, Greece, India, 
Jordan, Oman, Pakistan, Qatar, Srt Lanka, Switzerland, 
Taiwan, United Arab Emirates, Zimbabwe and representative 
offices in Brazil, People's Republic of China, Hong Kong, 


Indonesia. Iran, Malaysia. Spain and other subsidiaries. 

If you would like to know More about the services ANZ 
Grindlays offers, please ask Alan Cooper, General Manager 
or Adnan Sailakh, Deputy General Manager. ANZ Grindlays 
Bank pic, P.O. Box 9997 Shmeissanl — Amman. Tel. 660201. 
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Middle East News 


JORDAN TIMES, SUNDAY, OCTOBER!, 1*89 


Famine threatens 
1.7 m Ethiopians 


NAIROBI (R) — Famine 
threatens more than 1 1.7 million 
people in Ethiopia’s , drought- 
stricken north unless! relief sup- 
plies reach them soonjthe United 
Nations World Food Programme 
(WFP) said Friday. “The avail- 
able information is so alarming 
that WFP is appealing to donors 
to start shipments now,” a state- 
ment telexed to Reuters from the 
agency’s headquarters in Rome 
said. 

The agency estimate of 1.7 
million people needing food aid 
. covered only those who could be 
reached from government-held 
towns in the war-torn northern 
provinces of Eritrea and Tigray. 

The figure did not take into 
account the requirements of Erit- 
reans and Tigrayans in areas 
under rebel control. 

Stocks of relief food in Eritrea 
had fallen to 10,000 tonnes, their 
lowest level since 1984, when 
famine in northern Ethiopia kil- 
led up to one milli on people, the 
WFP said. 

The U.N. agency estimated 
Ethiopia needed about 242,000 
tonnes of emergency food sup- 
plies to avoid famine over the 
coming 12-month period. 

“I saw sparse, stunted crops in 
most places.” WFP representa- 
tive David Morton was quoted as 
saying following a recent visit to 
Eritrea. 

Other northern and central 
areas were also affected by 


drought and might need food aid 
but their situation was not as 
critical as Eritrea and Tigray, the 
WFP said. 

The U.N. agency said the cur- 
rent drought was as serious as the 
last one in 1987-88, when a 
famine was only averted by the 
prompt response of Western 
donors.. 

The war has repeatedly ham- 
pered distribution of relief sup- 
plies. Most roads are closed, forc- 
ing agencies to rely on expensive 
airlifts to get food to the starving 
in remote areas. 

Diplomatic sources said that as 
before agencies would have to 
distribute aid through the rebel 
groups as well as the government 
to ensure supplies readied all 
those in need. 

Rebels have been fighting for 
the independence of Eritrea, a 
former Italian colony, since 1961 
and a separate rebellion against 
the Soviet-backed government in 
Addis Ababa has been underway 
in Tigray since 1975. 

Relief operations in Eritrea 
could be helped by peace talks 
between the government and the 
Eritrean People’s Liberation 
Front, which began this month in 
the United States and are due to 
resume in Kenya in November. 

These have not yet led to any 
ceasefire or agreement for relief 
operations to go ahead unhin- 
dered. 


MIDDLE EAST NEWS IN BRIEF 


Iran-lraq observer group mandate extended 

UNITED NATIONS (R) — The Security Council unanimously 
approved Friday a six-month extension of the U.N. observer group 
monitoring the Iran-lraq ceasefire, until March 31, 1990. The U.N. 
Iran-lraq Military Observer Group (UNIIMOG), comprising 408 
officers from 26 countries, was set up in August 1988. shortly 
before the ceasefire went into force. The council also issued a new 
call for Iran and Iraq to implment a July 1987 resolution outlining a 
peace plan. But the ceasefire is the only element so far put into 
effect. The council meeting lasted only a few minutes and there 
were no speeches. 

Senate confirms Brown as envoy to Israel 

WASHINGTON (AP) — The U.S. Senate Friday confirmed 
President George Bush's nomination of Ambassador William 
Brown, a career foreign service officer, to be U.S. ambassador to 
Israel. Brown has been serving in the post since he was named by 
former President Ronald Reagan during a congressional recess Late 
last year. 

Afghan pilot seeks asylum, Pakistan says 

ISLAMABAD (R) — An Afghan air force pilot flew his MiG-21 to 
Pakistan Friday and asked for political asylum. A Pakistani military 
spokesman sard Major Jalaluddin was on a mission near the 
Afghan city Jalalabad when he broke away from his formation and 
landed at Peshawar, where the main Afghan rebel groups have 
I their headquarters. Defections by pilots of the Soviet-backed 
Kabul government have been fairly common throughout •* 

II -year-old civil war. A SU-22 piloted by Captain Jan Mohammad 
landed at Peshawar July 6. A few days earlier two helicopters were 
flown across the border to Pakistan. The main rebel news agency 
Midia said Jalaluddin bad asked to be handed over to the rebel 
govemment-in-exile . 




A i-ghaiMK* family drives back into Beirut under the eyes of a mffittaman after the twmftt that west Into effect last week. 

Lebanese discuss peace free from war 


BEIRUT (R) — The calm of the 
Saudi Arabian mountain resort of 
Taif is a far cry from the battle- 
scarred venues Lebanese par- 
liamentary deputies have been 
used to. 

The deputies met abroad for 
the first time Saturday in Taif to 
discuss an Arab League {dan to 
end 14 years of rivfl war. 

The parliament building in 
Beirut straddling one of Leba- 
non’s oldest battlefronts — the 
green line dividing east and west 
Beirut — was abandoned when 
war broke out in 1975. 

Today, shell-pocked, its gar- 
dens overgrown, it sits forlornly 
in a wasteland of burned-out 
buildings where rival militias 
once fought street-by-street. 

Parliament then moved to Villa 
Mansour, a neo-classical two- 
storey red-tiled building fes- 


tooned with barbed wire. 

It is on the Museum crossing, 
the main passageway linking 
Beirut and the only one to 
remain open for most of the 
recent fighting. 

The villa lodes out on scores of 
blackened buildings pock-marked 
by shells and mortar bombs 
where weeds have gained a lux- 
uriant foothold. 

Most of the original residents 
of the ara have fled. Army troops 
occupy nearby buildings. 

The villa, owned by Deputy 
Hussein Mansour, has been 
rented to the government since 
1976. 

Mansour sued the government 
last summer for remodelling the 
vQla without his consent. Bath- 
rooms had been installed and 
some interior walls tom down, he 
complained. 


Deputies met under gunfire 
and shelling at Villa Mansour in 
1976 to elect die late President 
EUas Sarkis. 

1 “Some parliamentarians were 
driven to the meeting in tanks 
and armoured personnel carriers 
to protect diem from flying shells 
and bullets,” said a journalist 
who covered the event. 

In 1982, when Beirut was be- 
sieged by invading Israeli troops, 
die session was held at the milit- 
ary academy of Fayyadieh in sub- 
urbs of the city. 

Parliament elected hardline 
rightist militia chief Beshir 
Gemayel as head of state. He was 
killed 21 days later and his 
brother Amin succeeded him. 

Parliament has failed to meet 
with a sufficient number of de- 
puties present to form a quorum 


Bush plans to sell tanks to S. Arabia 


WASHINGTON (R) — The 
Bush a dminis tration plans to ask 
Congress to approve the sale of 
some 300 M-1AI front-line battle 
tanks to Saudi Arabia, U.S. offi- 
cials said Friday. 

A Defence Department 
spokesman confirmed the tank 
sale was being discussed. He de- 
clined to give a number, but other 
defence officials confirmed it 
could total 315 and cost the 
Saadis over $700 million. 

Secretary of State James Baker 
said the proposed sale was given 
careful consideration by the 
administration, which derided 
that if Saudi Arabia did not buy 
from the United States, it would 
acquire the tanks elsewhere. 

Tt is our view that we do need 
to cooperate in appropriate inst- 
ances with moderate Arab coun- 
tries,” he said on television. 

“We do not see this as a threat 
to Israel,” and it will not diminish 
the U.S. commitment to Israel’s 
“security,” be said. 


The defence officials, who 
asked not to be identified, re- 
fused to confirm or deny a New 
Yonn Times report that the 
adminis tration was pressing Israel 
not to oppose sale of the tanks, 
built by the General Dynamics 
Corporation. 

The Times, quoting U.S. offi- 
cials; said Friday the White House 
wanted an agreement in principle 
with Israel before Bush formally 
notified Congress. A strong pro- 
Israel lobby could oppose the sale 
as threatening to .Israeli 
.“security.” 

The sale of the tanks to the 
Saudis, who have already bought 
other sophisticated U.S. equip- 
ment such as F-15 jet fighters and 
radar planes, would put Saudi 
Arabia on a footing with Egypt as 
an Arab purchaser of American 
arms. 

The United States last year 
signed an agreement with Egypt 
to co-produce M-l tanks. 

Baker said U.S. officials gave 


Israel substantial prior notice of 
an consultation on the proposed 
sale. He said be hoped the deal 
would not affect efforts to have 
Israel and Palestinians hold talks 
on elections in the occupied 
lands. 

He also rejected suggestions 
that' it was inconsistent for 
Washington to campaign against 
the spread of ballistic missiles in 
the Middle East while selling new 
tanks there. 

“We’re not talking about a 
weapon here that is destabfiismg 
as missies are,” be said. “Con- 
ventional aims are really some- 
thing different.” 

Defence Department spokes- 
man Pete Williams told Reuters: 
‘The United States is aware of 
Saudi interest in possible purch- 
ase of main battle tanks and we 
■have discussed this issue,” with 
them. 

He said Congress had not yet 
been formally notified but said a 
Saudi tank deal was noted in the 


Baker backs dialogue proposal F OriU.CF SllddD 6 S 6 Official clCCJlllttcd 


(Continued from page 1) 
when Mubarak called Shamir Fri- 
day night with greetings for the 
Jewish new year. 

Israeli government spokesman 
could not be reached to confirm 
the report, which said no date 
had been set for the meeting. 

Mubarak also told Shamir he 
wanted to further the peace pro- 
cess and hoped his efforts so far 
would not lead to the break-up of 
Israel's coalition government, the 
radio said. 

Political sources said Shamir 
had been angry that Mubarak had 
so far refused to deal with him, in 
an apparent attempt to isloate 
him politically. 

The sources said that during 
meetings in New York this week 
both Peres and Likud Foreign 
Minister Moshe Arens advised 
Mubarak, from different perspec- 
tives, that it was a tactical mistake 
to isloate Shamir. 


Soviet offer 

The PLO has accepted an offer 
by the Soviet Union to host a 
meeting between the PLO and 
Israel to seek a solution to the 
Middle East conflict. 

Mahmoud Abbas, a member of 
the PLO Executive Committee, 
announced in a statement pub- 
lished by the official Palestinian 
news agency WAFA, “the 
acceptance by the PLO of this 
proposition and invited the Israeli 
government to respond favour- 
ably and to go into the dialogue 
without preconditions.” 

The Soviet offer was made in 
New York Thursday by Soviet 
Foreign Minister Eduard She- 
vardnadze, who said Moscow 
would be willing to act as an 
intermediary between Israel and 
the PLO and organise a meeting 
between the two sides on Soviet 
territory. 


KHARTOUM (Agencies) — Dr. 
Parifico Lado Loleik. a member 
of the former five-man state 
council, the body that served as 
Sudan's collective presidency be- 
fore the. June 30 military coup, 
has been acquitted of charges of 
corruption. 

A military court, headed by 
Colonel Abdul Wahab Osman, 
also acquitted Loleik’s office man- 
ager, Samir Khamis, of the same 
charges. 

The court said it found the two 
men “not guilty” for “lade of 
evidence” incriminating them of 
hoarding medicines and other 
charges levelled against them. 

Loleik is the third Sudanese 
official to stand trial on corrup- 
tion in recent weeks. 

Idris A1 Banna, another mem- 
ber of the state council, was 
sentenced to 40 years in jail last 
month after being found guilty of 
abusing power and financial mis- 


management. He will only serve 
20 years because that is the max- 
imum prison term that can be 
served under the law. 

Former Attorney General Os- 
man Omar A1 Sberif received a 
five-year imprisonment term for 
abusing anthority and selling pub- 
lic land without following proce- 
dures required by the law. 

Former Prime Minister Sadeq 
Mahdi and 30 other former offi- 
cials have been in custody since 
the June 30 military coup led by 
Omar Hassan A1 Bashir. 

MPs penniless 

Penniless Sudanese members 
of parliament (MPs) who lost 
their jobs when the coup swept 
Bashir to power want the military 
government to pay for their re- 
turn home. 

Nineteen southerners say in a 


petition to the ruling military 
junta they are so hard up that 
the only way they and their fami- 
lies can return home is if the 
government pays. 

“We are unable even to pro- 
vide the basic daily needs of our 
families such as feeding, bouse 
rents and electricity rates,” a 
copy of the petition obtained by 
Renters said. 

Former MP David Poru said be 
and his colleagues wanted to re- 
turn to their villages so they could 
grow crops to feed their families. 

A spokesman for the junta said 
the petition was being studied. 

Sudanese rebels Friday re- 
jected a suggestion by Bashir that 
secession of the south could end 
six years of civil war. 

“Secession is a formula which' 
would not take Sudan any closer 
to peace,” a spokesman for the 
rebel Sudan People’s Liberation 



administration’s annual report to 
Congress on possible military 
sales. 

“We have long-standing secur- 
ity relationships with a number of 
countries in the region, indudmg 
both Israel and Saudi Arabia,” 
Wflfiams noted. 

“These relationships stand on 
their own merits and are not 
conditioned on each other,” he 
added. 

Defence officials confirmed 
Defence Secretary Dick Cheney 
discussed ihepruposed sale with' 
Israeli Defence Minister Yitzhak 
Rabin when they met in Washing- 
ton earlier this month. 

Baker was expected to follow 
up on those talks with Israeli 
Foreign Minister Moshe Arens 
this week in New York. 

Each M-1A1 costs over $2.5 
million, but the Times reported 
that the deal could total as much 
as $1 trillion, depending on the 
equipment sold to the Saudis with 
the tanks. 
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since June 1988. 

Many deputies are old and 
frail. The last election was in 
1972 before the start of the war. 
Though elected for only four 
.years their term has been ex- 
tended every year or two since 
1976. 

Twenty-five members of the 
99-member house have died. 
Four were assassinated including 
(me killed on Sept. 21, one was 
kille d by shelling in April and 20 
died of old age. 

The last seat to become vacant 
naturally was in 1982 when Amin 
Gemayel was elected head of 
state. 

It was parliament’s failure to 
meet in September 1988 to elect a 
successor that helped plunge 
Lebanon into its deepest political 
crisis since independence in 1943. 
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Iran reasserts readiness 
to seek hostage release 


Army (SPLA), told Reuters in 
the Ethiopian capital Addis 
Ababa. 

Bashir said Thursday that he 
would seriously consider letting 
the south become an independent 
state if all southerners agreed. 

But SPLA spokesman Nehial 
Deng Nehial said that for the 
SPLA secession was out of the 
question. 

“The issue of secession falls out 
of tile programme of the SPLA 
and as such we categorically re- 
ject it,” he said. 

The SPLA has fought since 
1983 to end what it views as the 
unfair domination of southern 
Sudan by the north. 

It demands abolition of Islamic 
law and says it wants to create a 
secular state and bring a broad- 
based elected government to 
power in Khartoum which would 
gtvf equal rights to all religious 
and ethnic groups in the country. 


UNTIED NATIONS (R) — Ira- 
nian Foreign Minister Ali Akbar 
Velayati Friday reasserted his 
government’s opposition to hos- 
tage-taking and said it. remained 
willin g to help secure the release 
of Westerners held by pro-Iranian 1 
groups in Lebanon. 

Bat he reiterated long-standing 
conditions for helping the United 
States. 

He told a news conference that 
improved ties between the two 
countries depended on U.S. re- 
lease of Iranian assets frozen a 
decade ago during the Iranian 
revolution and payment of com- 
pensation to victims of the Ira- 
nian plane shot down in July 1988 
by an American warship, trilling 
290 passengers. 

Velayati, in New York for the 
U.N. General Assembly, also 
blamed Iraq for a lack of progress 
in peace talks and said regional 
instability could flare again into 
crisis. 

He said Iran was ready to 
resume direct talks with Iraq and 


urged the U.N. Security Council, 
winch ordered the regional cease- 
fire that took effect in August 
1988, to become more active in 
bringing the two rides together. 

The foreign minister stud the 
Bush administration, like its pre- 
decessor, acted in a hostile way 
towards Tehran. 

U.S.-Iranian ties were broken 
in 1979 when die U.S.-backed 
Shah was overthrown and student 
revolutionaries held 52 Amer- 
icans hostage for 444 days. 

Washington believes Iran has 
great influence with pro-Iranian 
groups in Lebanon holding West- 
ern hostages, including nine 
Americans, and has said relations 
cannot improve until they arc 
released. , 

The administration has said it . 
would hold t alks but make no 
deals with kidnappers or with 
Tehran. 

“We are against hostage-taking 
and we believe keep ing people 
hostage is against humanitarian 
rights,” Velayati said. 
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NATIONAL NEW5 IN BRIEF 

AMBASSADORS SWORN IN: Ambassadors Shaker Hussein 
Bafc, Qassem Mohammad Ghezawi, and Nayef Sa’ud A1 Qadi 
Satur day sworn in before His Majesty King Hussein at the Royal 
Hashemite Coint. Present were Chief of the Royal Court Mudar 
Ba d ra n and MGnister of State for Cabinet Affairs and Acting Foreign 
Minister Ibrahim Izzkldin. (Petra) 

jZZIDDlN STANDS FOR QASEM: A Royal Decree was issued 
entrnstmg Minister of State for Cabinet Affairs Ibrahim. 
Izadam with the duties of Foreign Minister Marwan A1 Qasero who 
teft for New York to lead Jordan’s delegation to the meetings of the 
U-N. General Assembly. (Petra} 

ENDORSED: The cotmefl of ndmsters Saturday approved a host of 
agreements* endorsed by the Arab Cooperation Council (ACC) 
higher committee during the Sanaa summit of Sept. 25. These 
agreements are designed to develop and reinforce cooperation 
among the ACC countries in the fields of industry, trade, informa- 
tion, culture, energy, health, awqaf, and transport. - 

CABINET ENDORSES AGREEMENT WITH (JAE: The 

Cabinet Saturday endorsed a cultural agreement with the United 
Arab Emirates for the years 1989. 1990 and 1991. The agreement 
provides for bilateral cooperation in education, higher education and 
the e xchan ge of visits by officials, sports teams and experts in social 
development. The Cabinet also announced its ap p ro v al for the 
secondment of 45 teachers to work for government schools in Qatar. 
The decision was in implementation of a 1976 agreement. (Petra) 

FROZEN CHICKEN PRICED: Minister of Supply Ibrahim 
Ayyoub Saturday issued a decision raising the price of frozen 
chicken. According to the decision, frozen chicken will be sold at JD 
1 a kilogramme in aD parts of the Kingdom effective Oct. 1, 1989. 
This decisions nullifies any decision issued earlier in this regard and 
violators wflj be prosecuted. (Petra) 

SHOPPING CENTRE FOR AQABA: Aqaba Municipality 
announced Saturday that it has awarded a tender to a local company 
to set up a shopping centre at the Rimal District in the northern parts 
of Aqaba at the cost of JD 182,916. A spokesman for Aqaba 
Municipality said that the Cities and Villages Development Bank had 
agreed^ to loan Aqaba JD 250,000 to carry out development projects: 

KEILANI CONTINUES INSPECTION TOUR: Minister of 
Water and Irrigation Mohammad Saleh A1 Keiiani Saturday con- 
tinued his inspection tours of water resources and examined with 
officials and technicians means of maintainin g supply of fresh and 
pure water around the country. Keflanf s tour took him Saturday to 
Ain Gfaazal whose springs supply a good part of the capital with fresh 
water. The minister watched the purification -processes and was 
briefed on safety measures. Later, the minister inspected a ware- 
house where the chlorine gas cylinders are stored for use in the 
purification process. On Thursday, Keiiani made inspection tours of 
other regions where wastewater treatment plants are located. He said 
in a statement that the Ministry of Water and Irrigation will take 
specific measures designed to elimina te the sources of bad smell 
which had been polluting the atmosphere and causing inconvenience 
to die public in areas around the plants. 

IMOO JOBS ABROAD FOR JORDANIANS: Contacts with 
Arab countries have resulted in finding nearly 10,000 jobs for 
Jordanians in Libya, North and South Yemen, according to a report 
in Sawt A1 Sbaab Arabic daily Saturday. The report said that the 
three Arab countries have requested the services of Jordanian 
nurses, engineers, radiologists, geologists, tradesmen and school 
teachers. The report noted Si at the governments of Libya, North and 
South Yemen have already informed Jordan of their needs and that 
contacts will continue to finalise agreements. (Petra) 

ACC ENERGY MINISTERS TO MEET ON OCT. 7: The Arab 
Cooperation Council (ACC) ministers of. oil wfll bold their first 
meeting in Baghdad on Oct. 7. The discussions will deal with 
cooperation in the field of ‘oil and other . sources of energy, 
standardisation of oil" products specifications and exchange of 
information with regards to ofl discoveries ._A.CC experts in oiT affairs 
will bold a meeting next Wednesday 'and Thursday to set the 
broad-lines of cooperation and pave the way for the first meeting of 
oil ministers. (Petra) 

MAN FOUND STABBED AND STRANGLED: A 21-year-old 
man was found stabbed and strangled in his home at Tlaa A1 All 
district of Amman Friday, according to a report in the local press. 
The man’s mother and hide brother had gone out in the afternoon 
and returned at nearly eight in the evening to find the victim, 
identified by the police only as MJM.D. dead, the report said. The 
police believe that the family flat was attacked by robbers who had to 
kill their victim before making away with unspecified amounts of 
stolen money and jewellery. The police were Saturday continuing 
their investigation into the case. (Petra) 

ROMANIAN WEEK: Romanian folklore and traditional crafts will 
go on display at the Jerusalem Hotel Sunday at the start of a 
week-long event featuring life in Romania. The opening ceremony 
will, be held under the patronage of His Royal Highness Prince 
Mohammad Ibn Talal. The event is being organised in cooperation 
with the Romanian embassy in Jordan. (Petra) 

150,640 TRAVEL ON RJ IN AUGUST: Royal Jordanian, the 
national airline company, reported Saturday that 150,640 passengers 
travelled aboard RJ planes to and from different parts of the world 
during the month of August 1989 against 150,597 m the same month 
last year. It said in August 1989, RJ aircraft also transported 4,525 
tonnes of various commodities against 3,537 tonnes in August 1988. 
(Petra) ‘ • 

LIVE TV PRESS CONFERENCE: The American Centre in 
Amman will host a live televised press conference via Woridnet on 
“the future of satellite communications and its meaning for television 
and radio broadcasters” Tuesday. This Woridnet dialogue will be 
held in conjunction with ITU-COM taking place in .Geneva on Oct. 2 
through Oct. 8. American experts from Washington, D.C and New. 
York City will answer questions on tins topic from European experts 
located in several European cities. The programme will last one hour 
and will be in English- (Petra) 

HOUSING PROJECTS IN ARAB -COUNTRIES: The Arab 
League General. Secretariat has stressed the need to assess bousing 
projects in the Arab countries in accordance with its housing policies 
and development plans. In a statement issued Saturday on the Arab 
Housing Day anniversary, the Arab League General Secretariat 
referred to the challenges the Arab countries are facing with regards 
to housing and stressed that this situation entails setting a new Arab 
strategy designed to mass capabilities and reinforce joint Arab action 
to surmount difficulties in this field. (Petra) 

RJ HEALTH INSURANCE FUND: The Royal Jordanian (RJ) 
has set up a committee to study establishing a health insurance fund 
for RJ employees in appreciation of their years of service. RJ sources 
said that the committee will prepare administrative and financial 
regulations related to the fond. (Petra) 

WHAT’S GOING ON 

The following listings are compiled from monthly bulletins and 
the daily Arabic press. Readers are advised to verify the tested 
tune and place with the concerned institutions. 


it An Indian photographic exhibition — “Jawabarlal Nehru, His 
Life and Times” — at the Students Activities Complex, 
U ni ve rsit y of Jordan. 

fr An ffMMrtwa of watercolours on Jordan by Sabra Kanaan at 
AlWasiti Art Gallery. 

fr An exhibition of Mamie scripts at Jordan National Gallery for 
'Fine Arts. 

fr An art exhibition entitled “Nature and Man” by Jordanian 
artist Mohammad A1 Hadkfi at the Royal CaKnnl Centre — 
• &0O p.m. 

.£- An marking the 1st cent en nial otthe ESffd Taw 

akabnkm photograph, drawings and pfctees daMaairating 

the tower lnaH its aspects at the French CuKus d Centre— fidlO 

p.m. . 





Assad receives Egyptian, Philippine envoys 


AMMAN (Petra) — Minister of Higher Education 
Nassereddhi A1 Assad Saturday had separate 
meetings with the Egyptian and fMpphe ambas- 
sador to Jordan Mahab Mnqbei and Pasifico 
Castro. They discussed cooperation in higher 
education and courses between universities in the 
two countries and Jordanian universities. Assad 


briefed the two ambassadors on Jordanian higher 
education policies and scientific research prog- 
rammes. He also outlined the ministry’s en- 
deavours in areas to promote load communities. 
The photograph shows Assad meeting with Castro 
(Petra photo) 


Jordan to observe Arab Child Day 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Jordan will 
observe Arab Child Day Moo- 
day, with cultural programmes 
and social activities for children 
organised by various organisa- 
tions in cooperation with the 
Noor AJ Hussein Foundation 
(NHF). 

According to a NHF state- 
ment, the week-long event which 
is to be held under the patronage 
of Her Majesty Queen Noor, 
entails entertainment program- 
mes, educational field trips, semi- 
nars and lectures for the benefit 
of children. 

A preparatory committee set 


up by the NHF said that the 
Abdul Hamid Shoman Founda- 
tion will organise an art and 
literary work competition for the 
children on the occasion. 

The contest will attract com- 
petitors in poetry, short story 
writing, painting and essay writ- 
ing by children aged four to IS, 
according to the statement. 

Winners wfll receive certifi- 
cates of merit and other awards, 
the statement added. 

The committee, which groups 
representatives of various con- 
cerned organisations as well as 
government departments, will 


carry out or supervise wide rang- 
* ing activities to be held under the 
slogan “children’s culture and 
education is a national and pan- 
Arab duty to build the Arab 
citizen.” 

Book exhibitions and free 
medical examinations of children 
in various areas will be another 
aspect of the activities to be 
observed by schools and various 
institutions. 

The various brandies of the 
Haya Arts Centre, which caters 
for children, will bold an art and 
folklore festival with the parti- 
cipation of children from social 
development institutions. 


At least 70,000 non-Jordanians 
work illegally in Jordan — Bdour 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Jordan cur- 
rently employs nearly 70,000 non- 
Jordanian workers who have ac- 
quired work permits, but there 
are at least a similar number 
working illegally in die Kingdom, 
Minister of Labour J amal Bdour 
said in a statement Saturday. 

To deal with the problem, die 
minister said,- Labour Ministry 
inspection teams Wifi be increased- 
and their dafly routine work will 
be intensified so as to expose the 
violators of the labour law and to 
open the way fin Jordanian job 
seekers to find employment, the 
minister noted in a statement to 
A1 Dustonr dafly. ( 

Bdour said that the Labour 
Ministry discovered that it can 
not find substitutes for those em- 
ployed as cleaners and garbage 
collectors, since no Jordanian 
wants ‘to do this job, but the 
ministry has banned all 
businesses from employing non- 
Jordanian workers in secretarial, 
administrative, clerical, engineer- 
ing and medical fields or, petrol 
station attendants and other jobs. 

The minister said that non- 
Jordanians are still being em- 
ployed as domestic servants, agri- 


cultural workers and nurses 
where no Jordanian substitutes 
have been found. 

He said that at the same time 
the Ministry of Labour’s Voca- 
tional Training Corporation 
(VTC) is doing all it can to 
organise short and long term 
training courses. for Jordanians 
wishing to take up jobs now filled 
-bjhnon- Jordanian workers. ? 

At present, Jordan has some 
12,000 non-Jordanian domestic 
servants and maids, largely due to 
the difficulty in finding local sub- 
stitutes. But. the minister said, 
programmes have started to pro- 
vide training for workers to be 
employed at charitable centres 
and homes for the aged. 

“Should these programmes 
prove successful, the country 
would save up to S15 million, now 
being paid to foreign workers,” 
the minister noted. 

Bdour said that he is a strong 
advocate of establishing small 
model integrated villages in all 
govern orates of the Kingdom. 

Snch a project, he said, will 
open the way for university 
graduates to work in the agri- 
cultural field. 


Such project, he added, will 
provide food supplies first to the 
local village and then to other 
parts of the country. 

The minister urged the. media 
and various departments to en- 
courage school graduates to take 
up vocational training courses 
which can provide them with 
good qualifications and training 
for various types -of jobs. 

To help find a solution for the 
unemployment problem in Jor- 
dan, the minister said, the 
Labour Ministry has suggested 
that part-time jobs be offered to 
people so that school and uni- 
versity education should be 
geared to serve the national de- 
velopment, and the local labour 
market, and that the labour law 
be amended to provide for more 
security for workers. 

According to Bdour, at least 
5,000 Jordanian workers had 
been returning annually from the 
Gulf states over the past few 
years and the local market was 
saturated with job seekers. 

But, he added, the latest ex- 
patriates conference held in Am- 
man in die past summer helped to 
drastically curtail this number. 


Conference on safeguarding the 
future opens in Amman Monday 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Jordan is 
making preparations for a three- 
day regional conference on safe- 
guarding the future which is due 
to open here Monday with the 
participation of health ministers, 
planners and social development 
specialists and other prominent 
personalities from the Arab re- 
gion and the world at large. 

An official statement said the 
delegates to the conference, 
winch is sponsored by the United 
Nations Fund for Population 
Activities (UNFPA) in conjunc- 
tion with the Noor AI Hussein 
Foundation (NHF), will start 
arriving here Saturday. 

The conference, which will be 
held under royal patronage, coin- 
cides with the 20th anniversary of 
the establishment of the UNFPA 
as a subsidiary organ of the Un- 
ited Nations General Assembly, 
with the United Nations De- 
velopment Programme (UNDP), 
designated as its governing body. 

The announcement said that 
three main working papers will be 
discussed by the delegates, deal- 
ing with the characteristics of the 
Arab World’s population, Arab 
'World women and development. 


and population with regard to 
the .environment and develop- 
ment. 

The first paper dwells on the 
question of population as related 
to economic, social and geog- 
raphical dunensioiis and points 
out that the Arab World is now 
inhabited by 215 million people 
of whom 91 million are below 15 
years of age, and notes that the 
Arab World’s population will 
grow into 330 million by the year 
2010 . 


The paper which was prepared 
by UNFPA expert “Riad Tab- 
bara” refers to the Arab World as 
home for nearly 60 per cent of the 
total world’s oil reserves but 
points put the fact that the 
Arab workforce is not fully ex- 
ploited in _ socio-economic de- 
velopment. 

“One in every four persons in 
the Arab World is involved in 
development activity, and the illi- 
teracy rate is still high in the Arab 
region, especially among 
women,” the paper notes. 

The paper proposes a five- 
point plan for involving manpow- 
er in devekmnent, and offers 
ideas for family planning. 


University to help raise funds 
for Cerebral Palsy Foundation 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The Universi- 
ty of Jordan will provide all possi- 
ble support for the Cerebral Palsy 
Foundation (CPF) in its en- 
deavour to .raise funds for its 
humanitarian projects. Universi- 
ty of Jordan President Mahmoud 
Al Samra said 

He made foe pledge at a meet- 
ing with a CPF team that called 
on the university to discuss coop- 


eration on the part of the uni- 
versity staff ana students in the 
CPFs coming fund-raising event 
to be conducted in Jordan on 
Oct. 5, 1989. . 

CPF has been enlisting the help 
of students from schools, com- 
munity colleges and universities 
to raise funds for its activities 
which started in Jordan in 1977. 


The CPF director general has 
said that the contributions are 
urgently required to finance the 
treatment of cerebral palsy vic- 
tims who are on the increase. 

He said 4,000 such victims have 
benefited from CPF services and 
programmes since 1977. 

CPF requires at least JD 
150,000 to finance its operations 
every year. 


Jordan, EC sign accord 
for new dams project 


AMMAN (J.T.) — A consultancy agreement was 
signed at the Ministry of Water and Irrigation on 
Saturday for commencement of dams studies In the 
Mujib Valley. 


The studies will be financed 
from a European Community (EC) 
grant of European Currency Unit 
(ECU) 2 million (JD 1.5 million) 
to Jordan for which a financing 
agreement was signed by the EC 
delegate in Amman and the 
Jord anian government last year. 

The grant is part of the EC 
assistance programme to Jordan 
under the 7111111 Protocol signed 
in 1988. 

The study agreement was 
signed by the Secretary General of 
the Jordan Valley Authority 
(JVA) Dr. Mohammad Bani 
Hani, and Mr. Lawrence Attewill 


of Howard Humphreys and Part- 
ners, who have been selected to 
carry out the studies in associa- 
tion with the Jordanian firm of 
Masar Engineering Ltd., 
Amman. 

The studies, to be carried out 
over a period of two years, in- 
clude the feasibility and design of 
two dams in the Mujib basin 
south-east of the Jordan Valley. 

The initial phase of the study 
will examine the technical and 
economic feasibility for the build- 
ing of dams across the Wala and 
Nukheila rivers with a projected 
combined storage capacity of 45 


milli on cubic metres of water. 

This stage of the study will 
include hydrological data collec- 
tion, geotechnical analysis, esti- 
mating construction costs, and an 
assessment of the use to which 
the water resources can best be 
put in relation to the needs of 
irrigation, industrial and domes- 
tic consumers. 

Once the feasibility has been 
determined, the consultant will 
prepare the final design and ten- 
der documents for the launching 
of the construction tender in 
Europe and Jordan. 

Under the consultancy agree- 
ment the consultant will also 
assist in the evaluation of tender 
offers and contract negotiations 
for the award of the construction 
contracts. 


Ladies plan for elections too 


By Suhair Obeidat 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — At first sight it 
would look like one of the too 
many female gatherings that the 
ladies of Amman hold for their 
friends to dance, exchange gos- 
sip, and have some refreshments. 

But stepping inside the house 
in question, one sees women sit- 
ting around in large circles with 
note pads and poised pens. A 
closer curious look reveals the 
centre of their attention — huge 
files of some lists with names. 

The ladies are busy checking 
the lists of names and copying 
some of them on their note pads. 
It seems they are planning a big 
•party, where most of their friends 
will be invited, and they are 
merely making sure that nobody 
is left out. 

Just a second; this is something 
else. Do not rush to your war- 
drobes trying to figure out what 
to wear, for it seems there would 
not be a big social party in the 
offing after all. 

Some might be a bit dis- 
appointed, but more would jump 
to the idea when they realise that 
it is a sort of political gathering 
and these ladies are planning for 
“elections." 

The “suspicious'’ lists are no- 
thing else but the names of 


female voters registered in the 
same constituency. The ladies go 
through them together then each 
takes the names of her acquaint- 
ances, in order to call them up 
and ask them to vote for a certain 
candidate. 

A party lover would probably 
say “social or non social, it is still 
a party, and it might even be 
more fun," and judging by the 
Large number of ladies present, it 
seems that they are indeed en- 
joying what they are doing. 

“We call women we know and 
introduce our candidate <o them, 
hoping they too would vote for 
him/her,” one of the participants 
said. 

Commenting on the large num- 
ber of both candidates and vo- 
ters, one of the women com- 
plimented it as being “practical 
and convenient and the more the 
merrier,” she said. 

A woman with a business-like 
attitude talked about the absence 
of national participation in the 
political scene for over a decade, 
“this might as well pave the way 
for people to start getting used to 
the idea," she said. 

A non-cbalant housewife said 
she took part just because her 
friend asked her to help her in 
making calls. “I am not really 
into elections, and I would vote 
for the candidate my husband 


votes for,” she said. 

A middle aged, enthusiastic 
working woman expressed her 
satisfaction that people are finally 
free to choose their representa- 
tives. “It is essential for us — 
men and women as we have equal 
votes — to practice our right in 
voting for the candidate we think 
is best in representing us,” she 
said. 

The same woman strongly 
argued that a woman who re- 
mains passive and does not take 
part in the elections, must be 
blamed, because this would re- 
flect upon her own home, hus- 
band mid children, “you cannot 
draw a dividing line between the 
life at home and the one outside 
it. because one inevitably, com- 
pliments the other,” she said. 

“It is our duty to spread (poli- 
tical) awareness especially among 
women. It is really saddening to 
see some of them being so neutral 
about the whole issue of elec- 
tro os.” One of the women said, 
adding “we as women, represent 
a big slice of this society and we 
too must participate in drawing 
its future policies.” 

All said and done, it win be 
timely noted to potential voters: 
If the phone rings, it could be the 
camp follower of one of the other 
candidates. 
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Minister of Labour Jamal Bdour inaugurates the opening session of a seminar on labour statistics in 
the Arab World. (Petra photo) 

9 Arab states begin 3-day 
seminar on labour statistics 


The second paper which deals 
with the role of women in socio- 
economic development has been 
submitted by Nadia Hajab, an 
Arab specialist in women's 
affairs. 

The researcher underlines the 
fact that no continual develop- 
ment can be achieved without 
proper involvement of women on 
equal footing with men in urban 
and rural regions alike. 

The paper tackles Arab 
women's position with regards to 
health and education, and their 
role in economic activities. 

The third paper, by Moham- 
mad Abdul Fatah, deals with 
population and the environment 
in the semi-arid, coastal and fer- 
tile lands of the Arab World. 

The researcher presents case 
studies from Egypt, Libya and 
the Gulf area in ways of exploit- 
ing lands, population distribu- 
tions and migrations. 

UNFPA provides assistance 
through member Organisations of 
the United Nations system such 
as UNDP, the World. Health 
Organisation (WHO) and the In- 
ternational Labour Organisation 
(ILO). 


AMMAN (Petra) — Experi- 
ments in labour related fields iu 
Jordan and eight other Arab 
states will be scrutinised in a 
three-day seminar on labour sta- 
tistics iu the Arab World which 
opened here Saturday. The ex- 
periments are outlined in 15 
working papers that dwell on 
labour statistics, sources of these 
statistics, methods of gathering 
information about labour, use of 
labour statistics in dedsoin-mak- 
ing and planning development 
schemes, according to a spokes- 
man for the Council of Arab 
Economic Unity (CAEU), which 
is organising the meeting in coop- 
eration with the Ministry of 
Labour. 

Issues related concerning a 
number of Arab organisations, 
such as the Arab Labour Union, 
the Arab Organisation for Agri- 
cultural Development, and the 
Arab Fund for Economic and 
Social Development, will be 
taken up by the delegates who 
represent 10 Arab countries, the 
spokesman said. 


Minister of Labour Jamal 
Bdour inaugurated the opening 
session with a speech in which he 
underlined the importance of sta- 
tistics for planners and for 
sociologists, and governments. 

He said that accurate informa- 
tion about labour and labour 
situations, labourers and the 
work force can be instrumental iu 
working out and in the execution 
of development plans. 

Bdour said in Jordan, statistics 
about workers come mainly from 
the general census on population, 
demographic surveys, reports on 
employment, trade unions, em- 
ployers unions, the Social Secur- 
ity Corporation and official statis- 
tics records at the Department of 
Statistics. 

Accurate statistics on workers 
and the labour market is useful 
for Arab governments in bun- 
dling plans to curtail unemploy- 
ment or deal with other labour- 
related problems, the minister 
said. 

The seminar, Bdour said, will 
address questions related to the 


Arab World’s workforce, de- 
mand on labourers, the role of 
women as an active element in 
economic development. 

CAEU Secretary General Has- 
san Ibrahim said that the council 
strives to facilitate the free flow 
and movement of Arab workers 
within the Arab region regardless 
of borders. 

Ibrahim referred to labour 
agreements signed by Arab coun- 
tries in 1968 and 1978 which, he 
said, paved the way for an Arab 
central statistics bureau, working 
under CAEU auspices. 

This bureau has been set up to 
help the CAEU to promote the 
concept of Arab economic unity, 
Ibrahim added. 

The first session dealt with a 
working paper by Dr. Mousa 
Samha from the University of 
Jordan, who discussed sources of 
statistics and means of gathering 
information on labour affairs. 

Jordan, Bahrain, Syria, Iraq, 
Kuwait, Egypt, Palestine, South 
Yemen and Libya are repre- 
sented at the meeting. 


JMA to prepare for pan-Arab 
medical conference in May 1990 


AMMAN (J.T.) — • The Jordan 
Medical Association (JMA) 
Saturday set op a committee to 
prepare for a pan-Arab medical 
conference and the seventh 
Jordanian meeting which wfll be 
held in Amman next year. 

A JMA statement said that 
1,500 Arab and foreign doctors 
and specialists will be invited to 
take part in the coming confer- 
ence which will be held under the 
slogan of “Arab Doctors in sup- 
port of the Palestinian intifada.” 

The three-day conference, the 
statement said, will discuss a wide 


range of topics inducting primary 
health care, treatment of burns, 
cancer, cardiac diseases and ac- 
quired immune deficiency syn- 
drome (A IDS). 

During the conference, which 
is expected in May 1990, an ex- 
hibition of medicines and medical 
appliances will be organised with 
the participation of several phar- 
maceutical companies from the 
Arab World and foreign coun- 
tries, the statement said. 

The first conference by Arab' 
surgeons which opened here last 
Wednesday heard an appeal by 


Dr. Hassan Khreiss, secretary 
general of the Federation of Arab 
Doctors, to all governments to 
extend support and financial and 
moral backing for the Palestinian 
doctors in a bid to enhance the 
Palestinian people's steadfast- 
ness. j 

Khreiss spoke of Israeli mea- 
sures which include closure of 
hospitals and health centres to 
reduce medical services to Arab 
people and other inhuman ac- 
tions designed to force the Arab 
. population to abandon their 
homeland. 
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Public involvement 
key to protection 


THE WANTON negligence that lie behind the recent string of 
incidents that public health and posed environmental 

hazards has its roots in many years of disregard for contemporary 
standards of safety. The protiferation of such grave incidents in 
recent times has led the government of Sharif Zald Ibn Shaker to 
take drastic action culminating in the formation of a high-powered 
committee charged with the task of uprooting the practices that 
contributed to these violations of normal safeguards. The composi- 
tion of the committee is wides p r e ad and comprises ati ministries 
and departments that may have a fink with the issues of public 
health and environmental controls. 

Yet, there are things that still trouble concerned Jordanians 
who, of coarse, were more than gratified and appreciative of the 
decision to establish such a public body to monitor the health and 
environment situations in the country. One of tbem is the projected 
monthly meetings of the committee. In view of the gravity of the 
situation in connection with public health and environmental 
protection as evidenced by the rise of incidents in those domains, 
we hope that the newly-created public organ will meet more 
&eqnently to stay abreast of the issues and subjects related to this 
entire matter. It must be expected that other serious incidents 
would surface sooner or later as the foundation of past official 
action in these contexts is dearly lacking in more ways than one. 
This proposition should have propelled the government to keep the 
new committee in session »mtn it folly comes into grips 

with the root problems. In other words, what the country needs is 
not reactive action to disaster but rather preemptive actiou- 
oriented measures that wiH ensure the end of the cyde of incidenls 
threatening public health and posing environmental hazards. 

Annrtiw matfpr that fa ami« in tUs recent endeavour to stun the 
incidents that posed a threat to life and environment is the 
non-involvement of the consumer protection society. Without the 
participation of the people in the exchange of views on bow best to 
protect man and environment from the whims of negligent 
practices or omissions, no action, no matter how sincere and 
operational, can succeed. It is high tune that the country took more 
affirmative action to involve the public in matters tint affect their 
health and environment. Surely, it must have dawned oo aD of us 
that without the direct involvement of toe public in such pursuits, 
the desired objectives would remain elusive. 

Lastly but not least, one would aspire that violators of public 
health mid environment wffl be tried by ordinary courts of the bod 
rather than martial law courts. To begin with the public has a 
vested interest that the culprits are tried in a court system where 
maxim um pobfidty can be generated. Secondly, since toe coun- 
try’s jurisprudence in such matters needs elaboration and develop- 
ment, their adjndicatioa before martial law courts would frustrate 
that objective. Thirdly, martial law was introduced to cope with 
issues derived from tbe 1967 war and one fads to see any 
connection between that war and recent or ancient cases of 
criminal negligence. 

One trusts that afl or at least some of these salient observations 
would be incorporated in tbe much appreciated policy to aggres- 
sively deal with public health violations and threats to our 
environment. 


JORDAN PRESS EDITORIALS 


A1 Ra'i daily on Saturday strongly attacked Israeli Prime Minister 
Yitzhak Shamir for stating that peace in the Middle East cannot 
come as a result of the Palestinian uprising or through the PLO. 
The paper said that Shamir rejects the idea of peace with the 
Palestinians and rejects the idea of involving Palestinians in the 
peace process. This renewed rejection of peace bids on the part of 
the Israeli government constitutes an outright rejection of the 
Egyptian 10-point peace plan, and the ideas of the U.S. Secretary 
of State Janies Baker, said tbe paper. Shamir's statement 
followed on the heels of a meeting in the United States between 
the foreign ministers of Egypt, Israel and the United States during 
which the Egyptian plan was studied, the paper added. It said the 
new development is bound to place fresh obstacles in tbe path of 
peace efforts, and is also bound to place the U.S. administration 
face to face with a difficult test. Washington is therefore called on 
to deal with the Israeli intransigence and find tbe proper 
machinery to give momentum to toe peace process, toe paper 
said. It also stressed that any lasting peace should involve toe 
Palestinian people and their legitimate representatives. 

A columnist in A] Ra'i Saturday discusses the Lebanese question 
in the light of a meeting by Lebanon's deputies in Ta’if. Ibrahim 
Sakkjjba describes the meeting, opening Saturday as toe first step 
on the road to a luting settlement of the 15-year old cavil war. The 
meeting is indeed toe first step since no one expects miracles, but 
hard and prolonged discussions before an acceptable peace 
formula can be reached to pacify all the conflicting parties, the 
writer notes. Of course, there had been other first steps in the past 
and there had been meetings among the leaders of the warring 
parties which led to nothing; but this time it seems that toe 
concerned parties are sincerely determined to reach a solution 
now that they had realised that nothing can be achieved through 
fighting, says the writer. The meeting which starts in Saudi Arabia 
Saturday should be continued in Lebanon under the Arab League 
auspices and with the help of Arab leaders so that hope can 
increase about a final settlement, the writer continues. What is 
most encouraging, he adds, is the current ceasefire which is still 
holding, and helping the parliamentarians to focus their attention 
on a final solution. 

Al Dostonr daily also dwelt on the question of Lebanon and said 
that the current ceasefire has definitely paved the way for the 
Ta’if meeting where the deputies are bound to work out a plan for 
peace. Tbe paper said that the past 14 years of conflict in Lebanon 
proved to the leaders of the warring factions that there can be no 
vanquished nor conqueror in toe Lebanese arena, and that there 
is need to safeguard the country’s sovereignty and independence 
above all other considerations. The Arab League, the paper said, 
is to be commended for starting the peace process and there is no 
doubt that millions of Arabs are now watching with interest the 
deputies’ work, hoping to see an end to toe ordeal of toe 
Lebanese people. 



Sunday's Economic Pulse 


By Dr* Faked Fanek 


JORDAN'S main economic indicators are currently registering 
positive results. This gives us assurances that the economy is going 
the right direction. The economy is getting closer to the desired 
objectives, after a long period of negative signals, that indicated 
we were going as fast as we could in the wrong direction, despite 
the red lights. 

During the current year, imports were reduced and exports 
increased; Central Bank reserves rose; toe exchange rate of the 
rtinar improved; the budget deficit narrowed; and industry, 
agriculture and services are now operating at a higher ratio of 
capacity utilisation. Indicators of toe fundamentals of toe eco- 
nomy could not be better in view of the short period of 
adjustment and past expectations. 

What is still lacking is the recovery of domestic investment. 
Investments are the only sure way for sustained economic growth _ 
and the creation of new job opportunities. The growth of exports 
also has a limit unless accompanied by continued additions of new 
production units. 

' The government has so far succeeded on toe financial, 
monetary and trading fronts. It still has a formidable job to 
perform in toe investment front. Investments that I am referring 
to are not of course the public investments. The financial situation 


does not allow for any expansion in public expenditure. The 
reference is to private investment. 

Investments by tbe private sector are yet to materialise. 
Entrepreneurs did not advancer forcefully, to take up the huge 
opportunities opened by the current situation, especially the drop 
in the capacity of the country to import, and the inevitable shift 
towards local production,' and the restoration of Jordan’s com- 
titiveness in the market of exports. There are of course real 



and the! 

sector is known to be ] 
pessimism to optimism as soon as it becomes evident that the 
indicators are encouraging. It is true that capital is cautions and 
fearful, .bat it is equally true that'cmstal is eager to jump into 
opportunities when they become wide open. 

The government is called upon at this stage to dean op the 
investment donate, and to remove the obstacles fadng serious 
and potential investors. Too much has been said about an 
investment donate, but very little has been done so far. This job 
requires a lot of real reform. The most important and broad 
element that comes to mind is .certainty, without which investors 
do not come forth. 


Businessmen and other decision-makers m Jmdan do not know 
exactly what is the exchange rate policy. The Central Bank 
prefers id keep its options open. That may be convenient to the 
management of tbe Central Bank, but it creates uncertainty, and 
does not serve toe cause of investment dimate. The Ministry of 
Finance 'talked much about reforms of toe taxation system, botwe 
don’t know yet what to expect, even. in the very shod term. The 
Ministry of Industry and Trade is serious about influencing toe 
flow of imports and exports in order to reduce toe gap m toe 
trading account, however we have no idea of what positive and 
negative incentives it will employ to achieve its directives and to 
motivate the desired behaviour of foreign trade. The Economic 
Security Committee is still alive and active. It can overrule by a 
strike of toe pen all laws and regulations, which are the assuring 
factor for investors, owners and creditors. 

The real challenge facing the government at this stage is to wrap 
up its other successes by removing the barriers feeing tt ew 
investment. We should remember: investors are extremely 
informed and knowledgeable people. They could riot be con- 
vinced merely by the word of mouth. They should -seedlings 
paring on the ground- Only the real t hing can. give- effective 
ilts with investors. 


Hauser says ‘peace is possible’ in the Middle 


By Norma S. Holmes 

WASHINGTON — Peace in the 
Middle East is possible if both 
Arabs and Israelis “give up the 
radiant dream” of territorial 
aspirations, according to Rita 
Hauser, an international lawyer 
long engaged with efforts to re- 
solve the Arab-Israeli conflict. 

“I believe peace is possible. 
You know there are great con- 
flicts in toe world which have 
been resolved,” Hauser told stu- 
dents, faculty and regional ex- 
perts September 26 in an address 
at Georgetown University. 

Citing tbe history of three bit- 
ter wars between France and 
Germany, Hauser said, “Today it 
is inconceivable for young 
Frenchmen or young Germans to 
go to war over a piece of land, so 
beating is possible, but you have 
to begin first, and this is what we 
are all about.” 

Hauser, wbo is currently chair- 
mat; of the American section of 
the International Centre for 
Peace in toe- Middle East and a 


member of the board of gov- 
ernors of the American Jewish 
Committee, was among a group 
of American Jews who met with 
Palestine Liberation Organisa- 
tion Chairman Yasser Arafat 
shortly before his public state- 
ment of PLO policy that led to 
the opening of U.S .-PLO talks. 

: The next step in tbe peace 
process is for the PLO “to some- 
how make a breakthrough with 
the Israeli public,” Hauser said, 
noting that toe Israeli people are 
not-convinced the PLO has really 
abandoned its “old dream.” 
Hauser sais this is something that 
frightens Israelis. 

Both Israelis and Palestinians 
have had “equally provocative” 
territorial aspirations, she noted, 
“but since it is Israel who must 
take toe first steps forward in toe 
peace process it ' is incumbent 
upon tbe PLO to understand the 
psychological state of Israel. It 
would be very helpful for the 
PLO to continually reinforce that 
it has given up the old dreams.” 

Compromise between these 


West turns its 
back as Cambodia 
rises from the ashes 


By Vanora Bennett 

Reuter 

PHNOM PENH — In toe 11 
years since the Khmer Rouge fled 
Phnom Penh, this city has been 
transformed from a ghost town to 
a poor but bustling commercial 
centre. 

It has become a symbol of 
Cambodia’s’ rebirth from the 
ashes of its wretched past, a 
source of pride for its government 
and people who have painsta- 
kingly rebuilt houses, roads, 
schools and irrigation systems. 

But the West has largely turned 
its back on Cambodia’s achieve- 
ments. 

Cambodia is toe only country 
in the world to be denied de- 
velopment by the United Na- 
tions. The U.N. recognises a 
guerrilla coalition dominated by 
the Khmer Rouge as Cambodia’s 
rightful government. 

“The international aid embar- 
go means that Cambodia.will stay 
poor, hungry and underde- 
veloped,” Eva Mystiwiec of Ox- 
gam, a private British aid agency, 
said in Phnom Penh. 

Western governments spurn di- 
plomatic or economic contact 
with the government because it 
was set up by Hanoi. 

Soviet-backed Vietnam in- 
vaded Cambodia in 1978 to oust 
the arch-nationalist Khmer 
Rouge, who killed a million peo- 
ple in their four-year reign of 
terror. 

Vietnam says it completed the 
withdrawal from Cambodia of its 
army earlier this week, washing 
its hands of further costly involve- 
ment with its neighbour and in 
theory opening the way to re- 
sumption of ties with the West. 

Cambodians who have spent a 
decade rebuilding the country 
now say they don’t need Western 
recognition to survive. 

“For 10 years we’ve worked 
very bard and we wonder why the 
United States and the United Na- 
tions don’t recognise us," Thou 
Kon, the mayor of Phnom Penh, 
told Reuters. 

“No one has suffered like our 
people. No other country has 
been rebuilt from nothing with 
bare hands, like ours. 

“But we’ve come this far with- 
out their help, and we can con- 
tinue without them if they won’t 
recognise us.” 

When the present government 
took over in January 1979, 
Phnom Penh was empty, its peo- 
ple sent to work in ricefields. Kon 
said two-thirds of the city’s 
houses had been tom down for 


firewood. Road, water and elec- 
tricity networks bad been des- 
troyed. 

Two of tbe city's three water- 
works have been repaired, Kon 
said, but “when it rains, the city 
floods and there’s floating sewage 
in some places because the 
Khmer Ronge destroyed the 
sewers. 

“Before the war there was hyd- 
roelectric power but that station 
was destroyed. People have tap- 
ped electricity into their houses 
off tbe cables along main streets. 

“We’re starting to repair the 
system but we don’t have enough 
equipmnet. We suggest our inter- 
national friends help us. 

“We have 360,000 families in 
Phnom Penh, so living stanards 
are not good. But if we compare 
life this year with life in 1979 it’s 
dear things have developed a 
lot,” Kon said. 

Aid workers here say toe atti- 
tude of Western governments to 
Cambodia is confused and single 
out the United States for particu- 
lar criticism. 

“The United States has never 
bad a proper Cambodia policy,” 
one American relief worker said. 
“It’s seen Cambodia as an appen- 
dage of Vietnam ever since the 
Vietnam war. It’s toe logic of tbe 
cold war.” 

Phnom Penh has cobbled 
together a reconstruction budget 
using official aid from Vietnam 
and the Soviet Union, who have 
also helped tram and equip a new 
body of technocrats to replace 
those killed by the Khmer Rouge. 

"■Hie great success of (Prime 
Minister) Hun Sen has been to 
avoid remodelling the country 
along Soviet or Vietnamese lines. 
He's using all the help he can get 
but it’s going to build a new and 
more independent Cambodia,” 
one aid worker said. 

Cambodia received about S21 
million of aid from Western non- 
government organisations in 
1988. 

Cambodians themselves are 
cautious about foreign promises 
of help after decades of being 
pushed around by bigger coun- 
tries. 

Many are attracted by tbe idea 
of American help, but remember 
with bitterness the futile U.S. 
bombing of Cambodia in tbe ear- 
ly 1970 to smoke out North Viet- 
namese Communists sheltering in 
the country. 

“Hie best kind of help would 
be American, but not if they help 
us and bomb us at the same 
tieme,” one Cambodian woman 
said. 


two is seen as necessary tty others 
deeply concerned with the peace 
process, Hauser pointed out. 

She said Secretary of State 
Baker, in his address to tbe 
American Israeli Public Affairs 
Commi ttee' (AIPAC) in May of 
1989 also expressed toe idea, and 
it was explored in a well-known 
book, “Arab Strategies and 
Israel’s Response” by Professor 
Yehoshafat Harkabi, former 
chief of Israeli military intelli- 
gence. 

But Hauser said Harkabi, in his 
book, calls on both sides — 
Israelis and Palestinians — to 
“give up these radiant dreams". 
Hauser stressed that “this ex- 
traordinary general is the leading 
authority oo toe PLO covenant 
and tbe formation of the PLO.” 
She added, “in the last two years 
he (Harkabi) has come around to 
the conclusion that there can be 
no other solution but a dialogue 
between tbe PLO and Israel and 
toe establishment of a Palestinian 
state.” 


In his book, Hauser said, Har- 
kabi also called for compromise, 
concluding “the radiant dream is 
not conceivable. What is conceiv- 
able is a division of this land dear 
to two peoples wbo are contesting 
it at the same time.” Hauser said 
the land can be divided by die 
Israelis and Palestinians, 
although at this point they “can- 
not live together.” 

Stressing that “there are prices 
on both sides,” Hauser warned 
that “the longer this conflict goes 1 
on, the deeper tbe hatred and 
antagonism, especially among the 
young children... on both sides.” 

She said toe intifada or uprising 
has also had a tremendous impact 
upon the Israeli people. “It has 
created an agony among so many 
Jews about what is happening. 
Many (Israelis) don’t want to 
know. They simply turn a blind 
eye. They don’t want to know 
about it. They don’t want to hear 
about it, but somewhere in their 
subliminal min d it is reaching 
tbem ... It’s distressing, it’s pain- 


ful. It goes to toe heart of self- 
definition, of what it is to be, 
Jewish and what it has meant to 
be Jews over seven millennia.” 

In her ongoing talks with 
Palestinians, Hauser said, one 
idea now being discussed is the 
concept of ‘‘the five minute 
state.” Hauser said Palestinians 
are now saying “as tong as we 
have our state for even five mi- 
nutes, and we can have a flag, 
and a passport and it is ours — we 
can freely decide to confederate 
with Jordan — or’ that we con- 
federate with Israel, Jordan and 
Palestine like the Benelux 
model...’'* 

The concept of federation D is an 
idea also being floated among 
Israelis now, Hause r said. “What 
the Palestinians will not accept,” 
she asserted, “is that someone 
else determine that situation for 
them.” 

She said although toe Benelux 
states (Belgium, toe Netherlands 
and Luxembourg) began as an 
economic confederation, “Be- 


nelux is evolving now in the con- 
text of a- unified Europe into 
perhaps “something more.” But 
toe idea of open doors, no cus- 
toms, free movement of labour — 
all of that can go a long way 
toward easing the current situa- 
tion (in the Israeli-occupied terri- 
tories).” 

The real question to be'asked 
now, she said, is “can you get to 
the end solution without further 
agony on both sides? Or must 
events be played out in a terrible 
way? The Lebanese analogy is 
there.” 

Unable to agree on their own 
policy, Hauser said “the 
Lebanese have wound up ItiUmg 
each other in the most barbaric 
manner of any people at toe end 
of toe 20th century. The dilemma 
of Lebanon has escalated in the 
most extraordinary degree con- 
ceivable. 

“Now the region is confronted 
not only with nuclear weapons 
but chemical arsenals. That is 
something that all parties to this 
conflict have to understand” — 
USIA. 




By John Edgintou and John 
Sergeant 

AT 6.01 p.m., on April 4, 1968, 
Dr. Martm Luther King Jr was 
leaning over a secondfloor bal- 
cony at the Lorraine Motel in 
Memphis, Tennessee, talking to 
his chauffeur, Solomon Jones, 
wbo was on the ground floor, 
when there was a shot. A high- 
velocity dumdum bullet hit Dr. 
King in the neck, severing his 
spinal column and leaving an 
exit hole that, according to the 
Rev. Ralph Abernathy, was “so 
big I could have put both my fists 
in it.” One hour later, in St. 
Joseph’s hospital in Memphis, 
King died. 

Pus death was a tragedy that 
wrecked the hopes of a non- 
violent dvil rights movement — 
in the immediate aftermath 30 
people died in riots that hit 64 
cities — and the American black 
community lost a national figure- 
head that it has found impossible 
to replace. 

Like Kennedy, Dr. King had 
become a figure of world stature 
— be was the youngest person to 
receive the Nobel Peace Prize. 
His leadership of the dvil rights 
struggle in tbe U.S. had made a 
powerful impact on black and 
oppressed communities through- 
out the world, induding Britain. 

That is why it seemed vital 
even 21 years later, that tbe 
unanswered questions surround- 
ing King's death should be thor- 
oughly investigated for signs of 
cover-up or conspiracy. 

In spite of tbe arrest at Heath- 
row Airport, two months after 
the murder, of a small-time 
crook, James Earl Ray, bis subse- 
quent guilty plea and 99-year 
sentence, the American public 
has expressed widespread dissatis- 
faction with the verdict. Accord- 
ing to a 1969 Harris poll, only 12 
per cent believed that Ray was 
the sole killer. During toe early 
1970s the general public sense of 
unease deepened with a series of 
revelations about toe way tbe FBI 
had targeted Dr. King. 

One FBI agent admitted that 
King was treated “worse than any 
Soviet agent” — his house, office 
and hotel bedrooms were bug- 
ged, his phones wiretapped, a key 
member of his staff was bribed by 
the FBI to act as an informer, 
false letters and reports were 
fabricated in order to discredit 
King amongst his supporters. A 
few days before King received tbe 
Nobel Peace Prize, toed FBI sent 
him an anonymous letter urging 
him to commit snicide. 

This vendetta was initiated by 
tbe FBI Director, J. Edgar Hoov- 


er, and authorised by the Ken- 
nedy brothers — at first because 
of suspicions that King was air- 
rounded by Communist advisers, 
but then degenerating into a cam- 
paign of personal hatred from 
Hoover who became obsessed by 
the wiretap revelations of King’s 
sexual promiscuity. 

Under pressure from black 
leaders such as Jesse Jackson and 
Andrew Young, toe Carter 
A dminis t rati on authorised Con- 
gress to investigate toe King 
assassination in 1976. It focused 
considerable attention on the 
FBI. However, its conduaou that 
“die FBI’s coven activities helped to 
create a climate con- 
ducive to King's murder ... they 
encouraged an attack upon Dr. 
King ... their conduct was moral- 
ly reprehensible, illegal, felo- 
nious and unconstitutfonal” fell 
short of implicating the FBI in the 
assassi n ation itself. 

Less attention was paid by the 
Congressioaal committee to the 
CIA as potential suspects. This 
was probably because the first 
chief counsel for the committee 
got his fingers burned trying to 
wrest documents from a reluctant 
CIA, but also because the blatant 
anti-King stance of the FBI made 
tbe latter body appear more culp- 
able. However, it is now becom- 
ing increasingly apparent that tbe 
CIA was deeply involved. 

First there are tbe documents. 
Tbe CIA claimed it was only 
interested in King’s foreign 
travels, but documents released 
to Professor Philip Melanson and 
others under the Freedom of In- 
formation Act show that it had a 
detailed operational interest in 
Dr. King — not only did its 
agents keep dose tabs on his 
meetings and plans, but as one 
revealing release shows, they 
even kept copies of his credit card • 
transactions and personal notes 
listing his phone calls (material 


that was clearly stolen from 
King). .. ’ 

Secondly, there was the in- 
formation the CIA was being 
given. It was bang fed a line by a . 
leading dvil rights supporter. Jay 
Richard Kennedy, who said that 
King , was under the influence of 
Peking- line Marxists in his own 
organisation, toe SCLC. Detailed 
notes of Kennedy’s conversations 
with his CIA contact were circu- 
lated wi thin tiie CIA. This must 
have helped to create a dimate of 
paranoia about King; which was 
exacerbated in 1967-68 by King ’s 
passionate opposition to'tbe war 
in Vietnam and his plans for a 
poor people’s march to disrupt 
Washington. President Lyndon 
Johnson even began publically to 
criticise King — something that 
be and the Kennedy’s had been 
careful to do only in private. 

Dr. King’s son, Martin Luther 
King m, told us: “When he began 
to deal with the issue of economic 
parity or justice for all people, 
that’s when be became a real 
threat. That’s when a group of 
people said “This is becoming 
dangerous’. It was an right to 
fight for dvil rights, but when 
that broadened into an economic 
issue, that’s when he was trifled-” 

So the FBI and CIA both had 
the motivation for wantin g King 
'removed and there is strong cir- 
cumstantial evidence linking the 
agencies to his death. Clearly that 
is not enough of itself to accuse 
them of guilt. Our hard evidence 
centres on tbe dramatic confes- 
sion of 'a man who for long 
been a shadowy figure in the King 
a ss ass ina tion, but never provenly 
linked. His name is Jules “Rkfco” 
Kimble. To our knowledge Kim- 
ble is the first person to admit 
playing a part in the King con- 
spiracy — although he says he did 
not realise the purpose. 

Kimble alleges that he assisted 
James Earl Ray both before and 


after tbe assassination, on in- 
structions from an FBI agent and 
with die assistance of a man 
operating from a “CIA front” in 
Montreal, who supplied Ray with 
a package of identities. 

Ray denied to os that be knew 
Kimble or that he was assisted by 
anyone other than a mysterious 
figure called Raoul, who Ray 
claims framed him for King’s 
murder. We think our film makes 
an unanswerable case for Ray 
receiving assistance in Canada 
and that he dearly was involved 
in the conspiracy, though prob- 
ably in a minor role and not as the 
assassin. This was a sophisticated 
plot, involving CIA and FBI 
agents and, as evidence from a 
Mafia source suggests, possibly a 
contract with a Mafia hit man. 
Ray was the decoy who ended np 
being toe fall-guy. 

In 1983 the U.S. Justice De- 
lent closed the file on the 
case, even though tbe Con- 
gress committee on assassinations 
had concluded that there was a 
conspiracy and asked for further 
investigation. At the end of our 
film we make a plea for reopen- 
ing the case. We think we show 
enough evidence to justify that 
call. 

We agree with Martin Luther 
King ID: “I would hope that the 
public throughout the world 
would raise the issue so that it 
could actually be investigated 
properly ... if there is evil, if it 
relates to toe Justice Depart- 
ment, if h relates to the entire 
federal government, good will 
one day prevail.” 


• John Edgington is toe writer and ■ '■ 

producer/d ir ector, John Sergeant . 
is the associate producer of Inside 
Story: Who Killed Martin Luther . ‘ 
King? A BBC, documentary recent- 
ly screened in the U.K. The *: 
article is reprinted from The 
Guardian. 
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700,000 Israelis living abroad 


IN THE forty years since Israel's 
establishment, between 650,000 
and 700,000 of its citizens have 
left to live permanently abroad, 
reports the Hebrew daily 
Ha’aretz. 

The report, citing an internal 
memorandum of toe pressure 
group Citizens for the Prevention 
of Emigration, said that over 

600,000 of the emigres live in 
North America. Tbe figures in- 
clude children bom to the emig- 
res. 

Last year, according to reoent 
Bank of Israel figures, Israel re- 


ceived 16,000 immigrants, but 
they were outnumbered by 

19,000 emigrants — the highest 
figure since 1981. The b ank noted 
that toe negative balance of 
migration prevailing since 1985 
was a drag on tbe economy. 

TJie Israeli government is 
deeply concerned at wold Jewry’s 

lack frf mtMM in — • -■ . . 



v i . — i J Union wbo torn 
ffl favour of the United 
States and other Western coun- 
tries. This year over 48,000 Soviet 


Jews 'are expected to arrive in the 
-United- States, compared with 

19,000 last year and 8,000 in 
1987. 1 . 

Last month it was _ disclosed 
that the Bush administration ns 
pfenning to restrict the somber of 
Soviet Jews entering the United 
States on ’the grounds they 
could no longer be regarded as 
political refugees. The reality is 
that the Israels bare been lob- 
bying intensely for such restric- 
tions in toe hope tbat Soviet 

emigres denied e&tty to the Un- 
ited States wffl go- to ■ Israel — 
CAABU. - :-v- , - 
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Powering vehicles into the 21st century 


Hfs first taste of freedom 


hy? Bonn 



to a migrant flood 


AS FROM next year, according 
to a current joke inEast Ger- 
many, it wlD no longer be neces- 
sary for its citizens to cany identi- 
ty cards. Why? Because, by then, 
“everyone will know one 
another.” 

Such humour is unlikely to 
commend itself to the GDR's 
ageing Communist leaders as 
they watch the latest exodus of 
thousands of their subjects. The 
migrants, who are mostly young 
and dulled, are seeking a new life 
in West Germany. 

Hie .continuing drain has led a 
'group of East German intellec- 
tuals to petition the regime, 
:waxning that the "State has to 
“offer so m ethin g different to its 
citizens or it wul die.” 

Next month marks the 40th.' 
anniversary of the founding of the 
German Democratic Republic, 
and among those due to attend 
the celebrations is President Gor- 
bachev. 

There is already considerable 
speculation over what the Soviet 
leader will say — both privately 
and publicly — to his hosts who 
have pointedly refused to follow 
him down die path of, reform. 
And who are now paying a visibly 
heavy price for this failure. 

Voting with their feet 

East Germans have been “vot- 
ing with their feet” for more than' 
three decades. The outflow grew 
after Soviet troops quelled the 
1953 uprising. . 

By 1961, it has reached such 
prop o rtions that to stem it the 
notorious Berlin Wall was built 
and lethal barriers placed along 
the. border with the Federal Re- 
public. But even these did not 
solve the problem. 

The current flood is made up of 
those who have either tired of 
waiting for official peimissioo to 


leave, or others who fear that the 
concession could soon be with- 
drawn. Another factor is a newly 
opened avenue of 

This was ‘ 
when, earlier this year, it disman- 
tled its part of Ac Iron Curtain — 
the barbed wire fences at the 
frontier with Austria. 

Significance not lost 

The significance of this was not 
lost among the millions of East 
Germans who are allowed to 
their holiday in other East 
countries. Not surpri- 
singly, Hungary has been a popu- 
lar destination this year. 

According to official figures 
issued in Bonn, 77,000 East Ger- 
mans had arrived in the Federal 
Republic by the end of August, 
only 59,000 erf whom had exit 
visas. 

At least another 15,000 more 
readied there in the first half of 
this month, and it is estimated 
that by the end of the year the 
total could be weQ over 100,000. 

But GDR citizens are not the 
only ones to whom West Ger- 
many is a magnet. It also attracts 
ethnic Germans from Eastern 
Europe and the Soviet Union. 
Arrivals from there are expected 
to bring the overall total for 1989 
to at least 450,000. 

The immigrants continue to re- 
ceive a warm official welome as is 
demanded under constitutional 
law. And the latest public opinion 
poll indicates that more than 
eight out of ten West Germans 
sympathise with the desire of 
GDR citizens to come to’ the 
FRG. 

The Economics Ministry has 
assured the public that the influx 
should not present particular dif- 
ficulties for a flexible and dyna- 
mic economy. It recalled that 
West Germany had succeeded in 
absorbing 12 million refugees af- 


ter the World War II when the 
economic situation was grave. 

There would be temporary bur- 
dens on public expenditure, hous- 
ing and the labour market, the 
ministiy added, but these would 
eventually be outweighed by 
positives effects on the economy. 

Meanwhile, the Federal Chan- 
cellor, Helmut Kohl, has reacted 
strongly to criticisms from the 
East German authorities and 
tike-minded regimes pi Eastern 
Europe. He stressed that it could 
be no part of a sensible policy for 
the FRG to encourage migration 
from the GDR in the largest 
possible numbers. 

East Germany’s problems bad 
to be solved there, not in the 
Federal Republic, the Chancellor 
said. However, most observers 
feel that the latest exodus win 
inevitably focus renewed atten- 
tion on the question of German 
reunification — Uon features. 


By Douglas Sutton 

FRANKFURT — There’s a sim- 
ple idea that two of West Ger- 
many’s top car manufacturers are 
seriously studying at the moment, 
both out of self-mterest, but also 
out of concern for the environ- 
ment. 

The concept to develop vehi- 
cles that can run on a virtually 
limitles s element — hydrogen — 
which when burned does not pro- 
duce damaging fames, but in- 
stead a bit of water vapor. 

Possibly, according to Daimler- 
Benz and Bayerische Motoren- 
Werke (BMW), which have 
already carried out major re- 
search and development on hyd- 
rogen fuel technology, the con- 
cept can solve two problems at 
once. First, it is a- hedge for that 
day in the 21st century when 
hydrocarbon feds run out, a 
prospect of no minor concern for 
the automotive industry. 

Beyond that, the increasingly 
dire warnings by environmental 
scientists about the “greenhouse 
effect” in the atmosphere caused 
by carbon dioxide exhausts adds 
urgency to the quest for a fuel 
that is less damag in g to the en- 
vironment 

“In die search for alternative 
fuels for road traffic, hydrogen 
provides one of the few promising 
alternatives,” said Ron Povel, 
the head of the hydrogen fuel 
technology efforts for Daimler- 
Benz. “Hydrogen offers a chance 
to power a car in an environmen- 
tally compatible way which is 
independent of petroleum.” 

BMW engineers in Munich 
hold a- similar opinion. A recent 
report by the Bavarian carmaker 
says that hydrogen over the long 
run has the potential of being 
“available in virtually limitless” 
quantities and adds that “with the 
exception of traces of nitric ox- 
ides, it produces virtually no pol- 
lutants.” 

Of coarse, die re is a hitch to 
hydrogen, both carmakers admit: 
though die know-how to ran 
vehicles on nature’s lightest ele- 
ment is already available, hyd- 
rogen is far from being cost-com- 
petitive compared to hydrocar- 
bon fuels, and further refine- 
ments in hydrogen-propulsion 
technology mil be required. 

“It will take another three de- 
cades before well see a serial 
application of hydrogen en- 
gines,” BMW’s . director for new 
technologies, Dr. Kart Nikolaus 
Regar, said' recently in the maga- 
zine Anto-Motor-Spoit. “What 
we are discussing today is the 


technology of the year 2020.” 

The West Germans are not 
alone in the hydrogen technology 
quest. Hydrogen-powered vehi- 
cles are also being developed in 
the United States, Ca nada, Japan 
and other nations, and the indus- 
try exchanges information on 
such developments at a World 
Hydrogen Energy Conference ev- 
eiV two years. 

But after several years' re- 
search, Daimler and BMW en- 
gineers, in collaboration with 
other companies and research institu- 
tes in West Germany, indepgodetly 
have been tackling the technolo- 
gical and cost feasibility problems 


to be overcome in hydrogen fuel 
application. 

Both carmakers' experiments 
have involved using normal inter- 
nal combustion engines adapted 
for hydrogen fuel injection and 
ignition, and some of die testing 
has involved combined gaso- 
line and hydrogen combustion to 
improve engine and fuel perform- 
ance. 

In addition to the two concerns 
of technology and economic 
feasibility, the carmakers say, 
there is the issue of safety. The 
spectacular explosion of the 
dirigible Hindenburg in 1937 im- 
mediately comes to mind, and 


skeptics wonder what the Ger- 
man autobahn would look like in 
one of the hundred-car pileups 
that routinely happen every win- 
ter if all the cars had tanks loaded 
with hydrogen. 

A BMW engineer, Friedrich 
Fickel, says that hydrogen is seen 
as less risky than gasoline. When 
leaked, hydrogen rises quickly up 
to the atmosphere, reducing the 
potential of explosion, whereas 
gasoline fumes Unger close to the 
ground before dispersing. 

Still, both Daimler and BMW 
report that a considerable part of 
their development efforts are 
aimed at safe, lead-free storage of 


Hydrogen: An Alternative 
To Fossil Fuel 

BMW'S prototype of a car running 
on liquid hydrogen (LH2) 
or gaseous hydrogen (GH2). emitting 
water vapor and minimal pollutants. 
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hydrogen fuel. 

The related question is what is 
the best method of storage. By 
now, the tests by both carmakers 
have all but eliminated using hyd- 
rogen in gas form. As a gas it 
takes up about 14 times the space 
of liquid hydrogen and as much as 
30 per cent can be lost by leakage 
unless the tanks are perfectly 
sealed. 

Two other storage methods 
bold more promise. One is in 
liquid form, and the other in the 
form of metal hydrides. In the 
latter, hydrogen is mixed with a 
metal alloy, a process whereby 
the gas molecules are stored with- 
in the metal's molecular struc- 
ture. 

The drawbacks to both 
methods pose formidable tech- 
nological problems. To be kept in 
liquid form, hydrogen must be 
maintained at minus 253 degrees 
centigrade. It means developing a 
car with tempe. mire extremes — 
in the rear a cryogenic tank, and 
up front, a fuel 'pump able to 
handle the extremely cold hyd- 
rogen in the vicinity of a heat- 
creating engine. 

BMW is being assisted in the 
development of a liquid hydrogen 
tank by the West German Aeros- 
pace Research Institute DFVLR 
in Stuttgart and by the Messer 
Griesheim company. The tank is 
described as being like a high- 
tech thermos bottle. 

Shaped like a cylinder, the 
tank’s walls are a combination of 
many layers of aluminum foil and 
fiberglass, and the latest tests 
have shown it to lose only one per 
cent of the hydrogen due to eva- 
poration. 

While BMW has concentrated 
on liquid hydrogen, Daimler’s 
efforts have involved gaseous 
hydrogen and metal hydrides. 
Daimler conducted over 250,000 
kilometres of road tests with a 
fleet of vehicles in West Berlin 
between 1984 and 1988. 

At the 1988 World Hydrogen 
Energy Conference in Moscow, 
Daimler engineers said the draw- 
back to gaseous hydrogen is that 
the containers required to keep 
the hydrogen under the necessary 
pressure are too large and heavy, 
which permits only short mileage 
ranges “and reduces the payload 
too much.” 

As to metal hydrides, Daimler 
reports having made considerable 
progress in developing storage 
tanks, calling the creation of an 
alloy that only chemical scientists 
can decipher — TizrVfeCrMn — 
a “milestone." International 
Herald Tribune. 


Modern-day Jack the Ripper terrorises street people 


By Farid Hossain 

The Associated Press 

CALCUTTA — As night falls, 
tens of thousands of people pre- 
pare to spend another night on 
the streets, fearing a modern-day 
Jack the Ripper known as “stone 
man” will strike again. 

PoKce say stone man has killed 
at least seven people since June 4. 

His victims have been destitute 
people sleeping akme on deserted 
street corners in Calcutta. Each 
dted by a sharp, single Mow to the 
head. A large rock was found 
nearby. 

“Usually we have problems of 
thieves, police harassment and 
bad weather. And now we have 
this stone man,” Rakimunessa, a 
65-year-old beggar, said as rite 
prepared a bed of ooir mat and 
tattered sheets on Hare street, 
just metres (yards) from the spot 
where stone man claimed a victim 


early this month. 

While she sleeps, her son, 35- 
year- old junk dealer, keeps 
watch. 

“It is terrible. Each night I pray 
it should not happen to my son or 
to me,” Rakimunessa said. 

Calcutta's chief detective, 
Prashun Mukherjee, said police 
believe stone man is a psycho- 
path. 

“We are trying to catch the 
man and find out us motives,” he 
said. But he admitted, 'it’s going 
to be a difficult job to catch the 
kfller.” 

Another senior police officer, 
Rachpal Singh, said the killings 
seem to be carefully planned and 
the kfller knows exactly where to 
deliver the fetal blow. 

“Apart from the huge stone, 
there are no dues left behind. 
The stone man seems to carefully 
and choose his victims,” 
said. 


The sidewalk dwellers are terri- 
fied. 

Hundreds have moved their 
shabby bed rolls dose to police 
booths around the dty. 

At old court house street, they 
have set up watch squads that 
take turns patrolling the down- 
town Calcutta road where more 
than 2,000 people, mostly con- 
struction workers, tea shop work- 
ers and cart and rickshaw pullers, 
spend the night. 

“We don’t have any weapon. 
Our only weapon is to keep some 
people on guard,” said Sukhdev 
Shanna, a 40-year-old man sitting 
on his cart surrounded by bis 
compatriots. 

“We have asked everyone in 
our group not to sleep in isolated 
places because the stone man 
attacks only those who sleep 
alone,” he said. 

City officials estimate the side- 
walk population at 65,000 to 


80.000. But local newspapers and 
residents said there could be as many 
as 1 million people living on the 
130 kilometres of sidewalks in 
this impoverished, overcrowded 
city. 

The fear of the stone man also 
has spread to the more affluent 
residents of Calcutta, India's 
largest city with 10 million 
people. 

“I’m scared even though I 
don’t sleep on the pavement. I 
don't know if I may be attacked 
while walking on the streets,” 
said a young woman employed in 
a hotel. 

Police have arrested several 
suspects in the past three months. 
Dining a night sweep through the 
dty Sept. 13, they arrested 150 
people but released 143 and sent 
five to asylums. Two are still 
being questioned. 

One of those arrested Sept. 13 
was caught while allegedly 


attempting to kill a sidewalk 
sleeper with a stone. He re- 
portedly told police “I wanted 
just to run and throw a stone. I 
never wanted to kill anyone." 

Authorities and local newspap- 
ers have compared the myste- 
rious killer to “Jack the Ripper,” 
who in 1888 stabbed prostitutes 
to death on the streets of 
London. 

Tfre newspapers, quoting 
psychologists, also have sug- 
gested the stone man might be 
paranoid. Another theory adv- 
anced by medical experts is that 
he might be driven to kill by the 
dty's economic problems. 

“I can’t tell you who the stone 
man is and why he is doing it, but 
it has brought the problems of 
poor pavement people into focus 
again,” said Dr. Bfaaskar Roy 
Qiowdhury, a former neuro- 
physician and now vice chancellor 
of Calcutta University. 


Sri Lanka: 600,000 fuel-effi- 
cient stoves by 1995 


AS PART of a Ministiy of Power 
and Energy project for the 
national conservation of fire- 
wood, the Ceylon Electricity 
Board hopes to distribute 500,000 . 
fuel-efficient stoves to house- 
holds in Sri Lanka by 1995. Up to 
last year, 174,881 stoves bad been 
distributed, Maflika Wanigasun- 
darn 'reports from Cojombo- 
-Fudwood continues to supply. 
71.8 per cent, of total energy 
needs, while 94-1 per cent of 


households use firewood for 
domestic cooking. 

Several models of stoves are 
being tried out, some designed 
for urban, -and others- for rural 
areas. 

' Stoves are sold at a subsidised 
rate, and local potters are trained 
by the Electricity Board to fabri- 
cate .the -stoves, windf studies 
show save anything up' to 20-40 
per cent of fuelwood — PANOS.. 
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Air Freight For war d i ng, 

~ Customs Clearance, 
Door-to-door Service, 
Ticketing and 
Reservation needs, 

please calk 

AMIN KAWAR & SONS 

Abdel Hamid Sharaf Street 
Shmeisani 
P.O. Box 7806 
Amman. Iordan’ 

Tel. 604676. 604696 
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TOP QUALITY 
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Electrolux 


STUDIO HAIG 


Professional ‘Quality in 
1 Hour Servicb 
Develop your colour film at 
oar shop and get:- 

* JUMBO photo 

size 30% I a rgmr 

* Free en la rge- 
ment 20 k 30 do 


Shmeisani - Opp. Grind lays 
Bank. Phone: 604042 
Swefiefa td: 823891 


Slide film 
Processing by 


Same Day Service 
for all E6 films at 

Salbashian 

Trading Co. 
Wadi Saqra sir. 

Next to Petra Bank 
Headquarters 


The first & best 
Chinese Restaurant 
in Jordan . 

1st Circle. Jabai Amman, near 
Ahliyyah Girts School 

Tafca wayk—iItiMs 

Open daily 12:00-3:30 
p.m. 

6:30-Midnight 

Teh 638968 
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MANDARIN 
Chinese Restaurant 


The only typical Chinese 
cuisine in Amman. 
Chinese Flaming pot is available 

Takm mw*y anUabtm 

Open daily 12:00- 15-30 
183)0- 23 JO 

Wadi Saqra Road - near Traffic 
Bridge 

Amman, Jordan 

V Tel: 561922 y 


r CHEN’S x 
CHINESE 
RESTAURANT 

Mecca Street, Yarmouk 
Engineers’ Housing _ 
Estate, near Kilo 
Supermarket 

Mongolian Barbequefor 

Lunch Friday only 

Tel: 818214 

Come and taste our 
specialities 

Open daily 12:00 - 3:30 
p.m. 

i 6:30 - Midnight / 



CHINESE 

RESTAURANT 


TAIWAN TOURISMO 

Authentic Chinese Food 

Korean Bar-B-Q 
Charcoal Flaming Pot 

Taka awyieielca 

Open daily Noon - 3:30 p.m. 
& 6:30p.m. - midnight 

Location : Near 3rd Circle 
opposite Akilah Hospital 

Tel: 641093 , 
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FIRST CLASS INDIAN 


Special Executive Luncheons 

Take away service 
available 

Open Daily 12.30-3^50 pm 
7.30-41.30 pm 
After the Holiday inn hotel 

Towards 3rd circle 


Tel: 659519 659520 
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Plenty of ideas, but not much 
money for Third World debtors 


WASHINGTON (R) - Eveiy- 
body seems to have ideas about 
how to help the Third Worid 
overcome its $1.3 trillion foreign 
debt crisis, but few seem willing 
to put their money where their 
mouths are. 

More than 20 plans have been 
put forward in recent years to toy 
to cope with the seven-year crisis 

— from calls for a ample, across- 
the-board forgiveness of past 
debts to U.S. Treasury Secretary 
Nicholas Brady's complicated 
debt-reduction plan, which forms 
the basis of the current strategy. 

But experts said that until the 
major players — creditor govern- 
ments, banks and debtor nations 

— decide who will pick up the 
tab, the worid financial commun- 
ity wUJ continue to stagger from 
one debt problem to the other. 

Heralded as a major break- 
through when it was unveiled in 
March, the Brady plan has come 
under attack from creditors and 
debtors alike at the recent annual 
meeting of the International 
Monetary Fund and Worid Bank. 

**1 think we should lay the 
Brady plan aside and start some- 


developing nations. 

President Georges Bush is per- 
sonally urged bankers gathered in 
Washington to back the strategy, 
which essentially means being 
prepared to make aew loans to 
die Third World. 


But U.S. banking sources said 
there are signs that the uneasy 
alliance on Third World debt 
between the banks and the U.S. 
Treasury and International 

T- I ■ , 


Monetary Fund is crumbling. 
Some bank< 


Iters see a dim out- 
look for debtors such as Argenti- 
na and Colombia who hope to 
secure new bank loans in coming 
months. Mexico led the way by 
forging the first pact with creditor 
hanks under the Brady plan. 

“The Mexico deal will get 
done. But after that, things look 
bleak for the countries," said one 
U.S. banker. 


thing else,” said Walter Seipp, 
chief executive of the West Ger- 


man Commerzbank. 

“The present strategy in itself 
may not be sufficient," said the 
group of 24, which represents 


Brady has been forced to warn 
both banks and debtors against 
unrealistic expectations and to 
remind them that solving the cri- 
sis will take time and bard work. 

“An important challenge at the 
moment appears to be the prob- 
lem of unrealistic expectations," 
Brady said. “Excessive expecta- 
tions can only promote delays ... 
and ultimately raise the economic 
costs to the banks and debtor 
nations." 


Under Brady’s plan. Third 
Worid nations would be re- 
warded for tough economic ac- 
tion with cuts in their debt and 
interest rate burdens through 
swaps for bonds backed by col- 
lateral from the IMF, World 
Bank and Japan. 

The problem with the plan, 
which the U.S. Treasury original- 
ly hoped could apply to as many 
as 39 countries, is that there isn’t 
enough money around to, make it 
work. 

“The fundamental problem is 
not the intent to get the debt 
burden down, but to launch the 
plan without any indication 
where the collateral funds are 
coming from," Midland Bank 
Chairman Kit McMahon said. 

IMF Managing Director 
Michel Camdessus has called for 
a doubling in the IMF’s resources 
to nearly a quarter of trillion 
dollars to help cope with the debt 
crisis, but the United States and 
Britain question if that much is 
needed. 

Japan has promised $10 billion 
to back up the Brady plan, while 
the World Bank will chip in $10 
billion. But with debtor nations 
from Costa Rica to Morocco an- 
xious to qualify for the scheme, 
bankers tear that will not be 
enough and that they will be 
asked to make up the difference. 


Judging by some of the com- 
ments at this week’s annual meet- 
ings, they’re not far wrong. 

“The banirg should not think 
that reticence on their part will 
lead to a larger co n trib u tion from 
the multilateral organisations," 
the IMPs Camdessus said. 

The banks complain they are 

afterbad and many <^aw* the line 
against doing any more. 

A score of banks have already 
indicated that they do not intend 
to lend any more money to Mex- 
ico under the complicated debt 
reduction pact it recently worked 
out with its creditors. 

The Mexican scheme was sup- 
posed to be a showcase for the 
Brady plan, but instead it has sun 
into problems and the U.S. 
Treasury has had to twist bank- 
ers’ arms to join in. 

“Mexico is not a good model,” 
Midland’s McMahon said. 


That assessment contrasts 
markedly with that of Brady, who 
praised the agreement between 
Mexico and the banks in his 
speech to the International 
Monetary Fund. 

But even the treasury secretary 
had to admit that his plan was not 
the panacea many had hoped. 
“No solution will b£ perfect for 
all parties,” he said. 


Ecuador to resume oil exports 


QUITO (R) — Ecuador plans to 
resume oil exports Monday after a 
strike by Texaco Inc workers 
disrupted production and army 
troops occupied the country's oD 
installations, a spokesman for the 
state oil company has said. 


Petroleos de Ecuador (Pet- 
roecuador) spokesman Fabian 
Garces told Reuters that pump- 
ing would resume Friday night 
and exports would resume by 
Monday. 

* The move to bring in the troops 
followed the declaration of a 
nationwide state of emergency by 
President Rodrigo Borja 
Wednesday night after the work- 


ers went on strike hours earlier. 

Oil accounts for about half of 
the export earnings of Ecuador, a 
nation of 10 million people and 
member of the Organisation of 
Petroleum Exporting Countries 
(OPEC). 

Garces said troops bad occu- 
pied all the installations by Thurs- 
day night as 80 Petroecuador 
employees moved in to operate 
the strike-bound oD fields and the 
nation's main oil pipeline. 

He added that emergency per- 
sonnel had brought production to 
160,000 barrels per day (BPDJ 
Friday. Ecuador normally pro- 
duces about 300,000 BPD includ- 
ing 157,000 in exports. 


Sony Corp. buys U.S. 
entertainment companies 


NEW YORK (AP) — Sony 
Corp. has agreed to buy the 
moviemaker Guber-Peters Enter- 
tainment Co. Inc. and indicated 
Its owners would be offered roles 
at another prospective Sony op- 
eration, Columbia Pictures En- 
tertainment Inc. 

Sony said it had agreed to pay 
$17.50 a share, or $200 million, 
for Guber-Peters, the Hollywood 
company headed by producers 
Peter Guber and Jon Peters that 
counts the movie hits “Batman" 
and “Rain Man" among its cre- 
dits. 


Including Guber-Peters’ debt 
that Sony will inherit, the total 
deal is valued at $240 million. 

The move comes a day after 
Sony, the Japanese electronics 
giant, took its biggest step into 
die “software" side of the enter- 
tainment business by agreeing to 
pay $3.4 billion for New York- 
based Columbia Pictures. 

The purchase of Guber-Peters 
dramatises Sony's eagerness to 
shore up Columbia’s floundering 
film production. 

Guber-Peters has a trangible 
net worth of just $2 a share, 
according to Michael Tennen- 
baum, vice chairman of Invest- 
ment Banking for Bear, Stearns 
and Co., which appraised the 
Sony offer for the Guber-Peters 
board. 

But the company has much 
greater intrinsic value, Teiuie- 
baum said, because of its televi- 
sion assets, future profit payoffs 


from “Batman” and, most impor- 
tant, because of its “management 
and track record." 

Guber and Peters are consi- 
dered to be two of Hollywood's 
hottest producers. 

In announcing that its board 
agreed to the deal with Sony, 
Columbia said its president and 
chief executive. Victor A. Kauf- 
man, and its chief operating office- 
er, Lewis J. Konnan, had indi- 
cated they intended to “move on 
to other endeavours" before any 
deal was completed. 

There have been published re- 
ports that Guber would be asked 
to replace Kaufman ac Columbia 
once the acquisition is completed. 

Kaufman and Guber failed to 
respond to repeated requests for 1 
comment. 

Michael Schulhof, vice chair- 
man of Sony Corp. of America, 
also declined to comment directly 
on those reports Thursday. 

But be said in a telephone 
interview, “we are hopeful that 
the management of Guber-Peters 
will work out some of their ex- 
isting contractual arrangements 
in a way that will make it possible 
for them to join Columbia Pic- 
tures.” 

Guber and Peters recently re- 
newed a five-year production 
contract with Columbia rival 
Warner Bros., and are working 
on a “Batman" sequel due in 
1991 and film adaptations of the 
books “Bonfire of the Vanities," 
and “A Bright Shining Lie" for 
Warner. 


U.S. forces NWA to cut 
KLM stake in buyout 


WASHINGTON (R) — The 
U.S. government has forced 
North west Airlines (NWA) Inc, 
parent company of Northwest 
Airlines, to reduce its financial 
ties to KLM Royal Dutch Air- 
lines, serving notice on non-U.S. 
airlines that their investments in 
U.S. caniezs would be carefully 
scrutinised 

NWA is being taken private by 
a group led by Los Angeles inves- 
tor Alfred Checchi m a $3.65 
billion buyout in which KLM was 
to pot up $100 milli on — 57 per 
cent of all equity. Because U.S. 
laws limit foreign ownership to 25 
per cent. KLM was to receive 
mostly non-voting preferred 
stock. 

But Transportation Secretary 
Samuel .-Skinner, announcing a 
consent order signed by Checchi, 
said KLM could be in a position 
to exert actual control over 
Northwest. 

Under the order, KLM was 
given six months to limit its total 


investment to 25 percent, or $175 
million of the $705 million total 


equity. A KLM-appointed board 
member would remain on die 
NWA board, but his role would 
be limited. 

In Amsterdam, KLM said it 
bad not signed an agreement to 
cut its stake in NWA and was 
seeking talks with the Bush admi- 
nistration. 

A brief statement said KLM 
disagreed with the U.S. Trans- 
portation Department on he deal 
and “KLM has therefore not 


signed the agreement.” 

Skinner said that a foreign 
ailine bolding substantial equity 
interest. in a U.S. aidme could 
veto the expansion of internation- 
al routes. 

Checchi, 41, who appeared 
with Slamier at a news confer- 
ence, said he disagreed that KLM 
would have been a position to 
control Northwest. 

“At the same time, we do not 
believe it is in anyone’s best 
interests to enter into protracted 
litigation with the prolonged un- 
certainty and management diver- 
sion that would remit," he said. 

Checchi said that Northwest's 
long-term partnership with KLM 
would continue. “We could not 
have a better partner, "'he said. 
.He also noted that the Transpora- 
tion Department had found 
NWA’s new owners “excep- 
tionally well-qualified to expand 
Northwest’s operations and im- 
prove its quality of services.” 

In a similar case, the planned 
buyout of UAL Corp., parent of 
United Airlines, involves British 
Airways. 

British Airways is supplying 
$750 million, 77 per cent of the 
equity for that buyout, but like 
KLM would have most of its 
stake in preferred stock. 

Skinner said that each merger 
would be considered on its own 
merits, although he wanted to 
determine whether a foreign air- 
line “will have a substantial abil- 
ity to influence the carrier's acti- 
vities.” 


ANZ announces change 
of name for Grindlays 


AMMAN (J.T.) — ANZ has 
announced that it is changing the 
name of its wholly-owned subsidi- 
ary, Grindlays Bank PLC, to 
ANZ Grindlays Bank PLC. 

The change of name will apply 
to most Grindlays operations 
throughout the world and is effec- 
tive from Oct. 1. 1989. subject to 
approval from local central au- 

ANZ's Deputy Chairman and 
Group Chief Executive Will 
Bailey said that the change of 
name will clear the way for coor- 


dinated global marketing initia- 
tives. 

"We have introduced the ANZ 
name while retaining the value 
and reputation that the Grindlays 
name has established," he said. 

“The new name of ANZ 
Grindlays Bank PLC will make 
customers and potential custom- 
ers aware of the group’s extensive 
international banking network 
and the benefits to be gained 
from dealing with a financial ser- 
vices group that has operations in 
48 countries.” 


AMMAN EXCHANGE RATES 


Saturday, September 30, 1989 
Central Bank official rates 


Bay Sefl 


IkS. doflar 
Pound Sorting 
Dcutscbcmark 
Swiss franc 


612.1 616.1 
991.9 1001 J 
327.0 330-3 
377.4 38U 


French franc 96-4 97.4 

Jspanoe yea (for 100) 439.9 440 

Dutch gnitder 289.4 292-3 

Swedish crown 94a 95.7 


i crown - .— 

Italian lira (for 100) 44.8 45.2 

Belgian franc (for 10) 154.6 156.1 


THE BETTER HALF. 


By Harris 


HARRIS 



“...so the Big Bad Wolf ate 
Stanley’s boss and they lived 
happily ever after." 


I THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
by Henri AmoW and Bob Lm 


Unscramble these four Jumbles, 
one letter to each square, to hxm 
tour ordinary words. 


GREBA 


n 

IE 

L3 


RAUZE 


EL 

in 


DEBBAL 



mm 


1 LENA 

LOY 


■■ 


Ten yaaral 
Next case! 



HE WANTED TO 
BECOME A LAWYER 
J.BAPL'C BUT HE ENPEC? 
UP BECOMING THIS. 


n 


Now arrange the circled letters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by tfw above cartoon. 




Yesterday’s 


(Answers t omorrow) 

Jumbles: PUPPY FEVER BEAGLE ENSIGN 
Answer The time that adOk^ on the fovWte when 

he's this— SLEEPING 


Americans 

face 

deteriorating 

Chinese 

economy 


PEKING (AP) — Political uncer- 
tainty and a deteriorating eco- 
nomy will continue to deter 
Americans from investing in Chi- 
na, (he president of the U.S.- 
Cbma Business Council has pre- 
dicted. 

Roger W. Sullivan said there is 
real concern, about the mixed 
rhetoric coming out of Peking 
since the Jane militaiy crackdown 
of the Tiananmen democracy 
protests. 

On the one hand, he said, 
Chinese leaders repeatedly say 
economic reforms will continue. 
Yet at the same rfm** they are 
purging reform-minded officials 
on corruption charges and saying 
the foreigners are out to subvert 
the country. 

“We have a lot of questions 
and a lot of concerns, but no real 
answers,” Sullivan said in ah in- 
terview. 

He said that in his meetings in 
Peking the Chinese “for their 
own reasons, have decided to 
blame the United States” and 
U.S. sanctions for their current 


economic woes. 

This is in spite of what he 
described as the “masterful way” 
U.S. President George Bush 
handled the issue of sanctions 
a gawret HriiM without causing 
any real damage to economic 
relations. 


The United States, joining 
other Western nations and Japan, 


showed opposition to die bloody 
s upp ression of the democracy 
movement by 'Curtailing, high- 
level official contacts, suspending, 
arms sales and urging internation- 
al lending institutions not to offer 
new assistance to Carina for the 
time being. 

China retains most-favoured- 
nation status as a U.S. trading 
partner, the president of the pri- 
vate Washington-based council 
said. 

American businesses already in 
Carina, he said, “have been sur- 
prisingly open in the sense of 
bunkering down” and waiting out 
the current political storm rather 
than pulling out. 

Some U.S. businesses in China 
have cut their expatriate staff or 
reduced the level of their opera- 
tions since Jane, bnt the great 
majority have maintained their 
presence in the country. 


There have been no major new 
commitments to China since 
June, a result of businesses 
“holding back because they don’t 
think they can make any money. 
J They're not trying to punish 
I China.” 

I On die political side, he said, 
[ “we know there is a fundamental 
i struggle going on over policy,” 
with the conservatives now in 
power pushing for more central 
planning and a re-assertion of 
state controls over the activities 
of Chinese businesses. 

Before June, he said, most 
people thought they knew where 
China would be heading over the 
! next five years. Now, “there is a 
j complete blank in long-range 
• planning.” 

Economically, China now faces 
huge problems from lack of fore- 
ign exchange and a growing 
budget deficit that will force it to 
continue its tight credit policy in 
the foreseeable future and make 
it harder for foreigners to do 
business here, Sullivan said. 


CAEU chief urges Arab economic 
integration to achieve food security 


iK. *5 : 


AMMAN (Petra) — Mr. Hassan 
Ibrahim, secretary general of the 
Amman-based Council of Arab 
Economic Unity (CAEU) will 
leave for Libya and Morocco 
Sunday to mice part in a number 
of pan-Arab economic gatherings 
in the mmmg month. 

. A CAEU statement said that 
Ibr ahim will first lead a delega- 
tion to the Federation of Arab 
Economists meetings in Casab- 
lanca where he will present a 
study on the role of commerce to 
achieve economic integration 


within die Arab Worid. 

In his study Ibrahim will out- 
line the role of trade and dwell on 
a number of case studies in Arab 


Mr. Ibrahim will later go to 
Libya to take part in a seminar by 
Arab parliamentarians on econo- 
mic integration among_ Arab 
countries, and the re la t i on s hip 
between food security and eco- 
nomy as a whole. 

On the eve of his d epartu re 
Ibrahim said that food scarcity is 


one of the major issues of con- 
fjftffi to the Arab World, and 
called on Arab governments to 
double their efforts to deal with 
tins issue. 

The solution for the problem, 
Ibrahim suggested, lies with Arab 
economic integration. 


Ibrahim is also due to attend a 
-Arab c on ference on atimm j 
recessing industry m the 
Arab World and an exhibition of 
foodstuffs to be organised in 
Libya. 


* > 


Private aid groups say major 
governments hurt Third World 
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WASHINGTON (AP) — Repre- 
sentatives of private aid groups 
from 65 countries have charged 
that the World Bank and the 
International Monetary Fund 
(IMF) are eroding self-reliance, 
seff-deteimination and national 
sovereignty in the Third Worid. 

Jim Middaugh of the Develop- 
ment Group for Alternative Poli- 
cies, a private advocacy organisa- 
tion in Washington, has said that 
.200 people took part in the 
group's week-long meeting held 
at the time as the annnal 
meeting of the World Bank and 
IMF. 

World Bank and IMF are own- 
ed by 152 governments, with the 
United States holding the largest 
voting power. 

The private group's statement 
cited the World Bank’s estimate 
that debtor countries are transfer- 


ring $50 billion to creditor coun- 
tries this year, largely in interest 
and 'principal repayments on 
debt. Largely because of pay- 
ments on debt. 


“With the Worid Bank, along 


with the IMF, cast in the role 
debt manager, foe debt crisis now 
defines ’development’ as econo- 
mic growth geared not to the 
needs of people or to safeguard- 
ing of tiie environment, bnt to 
debt repayment," the statement 
said. 


It added that the only way to 
overt a global crisis is to shift 
priorities away from getting Third 
World countries to make quick 
profits so they can keep up with 
their debts. 

“Citizens’ organisations parti- 
cipating in the forum, demons- 
trated that these policies have 


brought the further erosion of 
national self-reliance, self-deter- 
mination and sovereignly,” it 
added. 

It complained that the World 
Bank is not giving enough in- 
formation to private organisations 
on how the bank’s projects affect 
the environment. 

“As the Bank and IMF are 
public institutions, the non- 
governmental organisations com- 
munity also called for... lifting 
the veil of secrecy that surrounds 
B ank and IMF operations,” it 
said.- 
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B31 Brannigan, a spokesman 
for the Bank, said it was up to 
countries where the bank has 


projects to divulge the Hank's 
views on drear environmental 


effects — that the Bank itself has 
to keep them confidential. 


EC’s single market no threat 


to poor nations — Mitterrand 


VERSAILLES, France (R) — 
French President Francois Mit- 
terrand has assured developing 
countries that they would not 
suffer as the European Commun- 
ity dismantles financial and com- 
mercial barriers in 1992 to create 
a single market. 

Mitterrand also repeated his 
call, so far resisted by other lead- 
ing industrial nations, for a sum- 
mit of rich and poor countries to 
discuss debt and the environ- 
ment. 


emerged as the critical issue. 

“A stronger Europe can pro- 
vide a greater measure of solidar- 
ity,” said Mitterrand, who has 
championed Third .World rights 
among leaders of industrial 
stated. 


Z 


“Cooperation with your coun- 
tries must not be affected,” Mit- 
terrand told a joint assembly of 
European Community and Afri- 
can, Caribbean and Pacific 
(ACP) legislators, where poor 
countries' concern about 1992 


Eadier the assembly of EC and 
ACP parliamentarians from 78 
countries called on the commun- 
to 'guarantee access to Third 
orld exports after 1992 and to 
provide more money to revive 
their slumping economies. r '" 

Many lesser developed coun- 
tries share U.S. worries that a 
unified EC mil prove harder for 
traders to penetrate and draw- 
investment away from poorer 
states, 

Mitterrand restated his wish to 


convene a summit of rich and 
poor countries. The French presi- 
dent took up the appeal of four 
Third Worid nations — Egypt, 
India, Senegal and Venezuela — 
for a North-South summit at a 
meeting of the seven largest in- 
dustrial countries in Paris la July. 

The United States and Britain 
threw cold water on the prop- 
osals. 

Mitterrand, however said un- 
bridled economic development 
jCQttld destroy environment, 

- 'lidd -that Third World countries 
needed help in their struggle 
against large debts and slow 
growth. 

“The heads of. state” Mitter- 
rand told ■ the pa rliame ntarians, 
‘’never get together to talk about 
these matters." 
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U.S. economic index rose 0.3% in August 


** TT. 


WASHINGTON (R) — The 
U.S. government has reported 
that its main barometer of future 
economic trends, the index of 


leading economic indicators, rose 
by 0.3 per cent in August — a 


further sign of slow but steady 
growth. 

The second consecutive rise in 
tire index slightly exceeded Wall 
Street expectations of a 0.2 per 
cent increase after July’s revised 
0.1 per cent gain. The July in- 
crease was previously reported at 
0.2 per cent. 

The Commerce Department fi- 
gures signalled that slow but 
steady growth would likely occur 
in the next six to nine months. 

Five of the 11 indicators that 
make up the index increased dur- 


ing the month, led by manufac- 
turers’ new orders for consumer 
goods and materials. 

Higher stock prices, a bigger 
money supply, a rise in building 
permits and a fall in state unem- 
ployment insurance claims also 
pushed the index higher. 


entire 1988 year. 

The index appeared consistent 
with other recent economic data 
showing a slow rate of growth in 
the overall economy with notable Y 
weakness in the manufacturing - 

sector. •- 


v 


But consumer expectations fell 
in August, as did sensitive mate- 
rials prices, m anufacturers unfil- 
led orders, plant and equipment 
orders, deliveries and the average 
workweek. 


Earlier this week, for instance, 
the department reported a strong 
3.2 per cent gain in durable goods 
orders in August, but unfilled 
orders showed a slight decline 
pointing to industrial weakness 
ahead. 


So far this year, the index has 
fallen at an annualised rate of 0.6 
per cent, compared to an annual- 
ised rise of 3.8 per cent in the 
comparable year-ago period, and 
a 4.5 per cent increase for the 


Economists are already looking 
ahead to next Friday's influential 
employment report for Septem- 
ber to get a better feel about 
whether the current expansion is 
sustainable. 
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lyson prepares 

LAS VEGAS (R) — World 
heavyweight boxing champion 
Make T^son began tr aining Fri- 
day for Iris, November title fight 
against . Donovan 'Razor 1 Rud- 
dock of fjmwfa 

Tyson, who is to fight Ruddock 
N ovem ber 18 in Edmonton, 
Alberta, began t raining ait Johnny 
Tocco’s Gym in Las Veg as with a 
four-mile run, 300 sit-ups and 


for Ruddock I English Soccer 


stretching exercises; spokesman 
Steve Belgard said in a statement. 

“Training is the most exhilarat- 
ing feeling in the world,” Tyson 
was quoted as saying. 

Tyson will go into the ring with 
sparring partners Greg Page, who 
is a former World Boxing Asso- 
ciation heavyweight champion, 
Mike Jameson and Phillip 
Brown, Belgard said. 


goren bridge 


BY CHARLES GOREM 
AND OMAR SHARIF 

East-West vulnerable. South 
deals. 

NORTH 
4 Q84 
9.1B9 73 
0 QC54 

* 97 

WEST EAST 

* .K 3 *752 

9 Q • f 4 92 

0 7 O K 4 10 9 8 3 

# A K 10 8 5 3 4 QJ6 

SOUTH 

* A J 1996 
9AKJ5 

0 A 2 

* 4 2 

The bidding; 

South West North East 

1 * 2 • Pan 3 * 

3 9 DU Pan Pan 


Opening lead: King of 4 
One of the features that distin- 
guishes duplicate from rubber 
bridge is yon have to main, a lot of 
dose doubles at the fonner. Dou- 
bling is easy enough — beating the 
contract is not always that simple. 

South’s bid of three hearts was, 
perhaps, a little aggressive. Howev- 
er, the vulnerability was in his favor 
and, since be was not sure of defeat- 
ing three dobs, going down one. 


doubled, in either major at the 
three-level rated to score better (by 
a minuscule margin of, perhaps, 10 
points!) than allowing the oppo- 
nents to play the contract. 

It might seem declarer was going 
to lose two dub tricks and a trick in 
each ocher suit, but that's not how 
the play developed. West took the 
first two tricks with top dubs, then 
shifted to his singleton diamond, 
covered by the queen and king and 
won in the closed hand with the ace. 
Now declarer casualty kd his low 
tramp and West, caught up in the 
rhythm of the play, routinely fol- 
lowed low. He received no second 
chance. 

Dummy’s ten won the trick, the 
queen of spades was led and, when 
East did not cover, declarer rose 
with the ace, cashed the ace of 
tramps and exited with a spade. 
West’s long won, but he was snared 
in an endplay. 

. A chib return would be ruffed in 
dummy while declarer discarded his 
losing diamond- And a trump return 
would- give up the defense's trick in 
that suit. And all this travail could 
have been avoided by winning the 
queen of trumps at the first 
oppo rtu nity. 


HOROSCOPE 

FORECAST FOR SUNDAY, OCTOBER 1, 1989 

By Thomas & Pierson, Astrologer, Carroll /tighter Foundation 

GENERAL TENDENCIES: what highly placed persons wan 

You can have a late start today in New friends and those of differci 
getting into the various ideas and background to yours are best fi 
conditions that you wish to put into you today. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to Novel 
find that you see things drf- ^21) Yo u m ^th enth 

idCUtly. a»m and action tnrinv and it « 


ARIES: (March 20 to April 17) 
You will be dependent upon die 
suggestions of other persons if you 
Are to do your best work at your 
job today. You will have minor 
benefits from business and finan- 
cial transactions today. 

TAURUS: (April 18 to May 19) An 
outspoken person will give you an 
opportunity, to do far better with 
your work 'duties: Friends con- 
nected with die arts aft)' sciences 
will be afc4e to bring you some very 
good times today. 

GEMINI: (May 20 to June 20) 
Winding up some present duties at 
your job is essential before you wiD 
be able to go on to advancement. 
An unusual propo s ition from a 
distance should have your concen- 
trated attention. 

MOON CHILDREN: (June 21 to 
July 21) Your work now wiD take, 
an unusual bent in your direction 
to your satisfaction and advance- 
mem. Look to two influential per- 
son today if you are not too 
forceful. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21) You 
will have a real feeling bow to best 
do your work today even though It 
requires more work in your part. 
You can be at die top of the heap 
today if you. wiD be very soriaL 
VIRGO: (August 22 to September 

21) Yon wiD need to use your most 
unusual qualifications to make a 
success of your work today. Your 
family as well as your own good 
ideas will bring you more money. 
LIBRA: (September 22 to October 

22) Yon wiD win out how by 
looking at the overall aspects of 


what highly placed persons want. 
New friends and those at different 
background to yours are best for 
you today. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to Novem- 
ber 21) You are filled with enthu- 
siasm and action today and it can 
bring you success by expressing it. 
You would be wise to make friends 
now of your younger business con- 
tacts. 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to 
December 20) Work does not thrill 
you today but you win make con- 
siderable progress by steady ap- 
plication. An older creative person ' 
will now give yon a lift where 
money and business, are con- 
cerned. ' ..... 

CAPRICORN: (December 21 to 
January IS) A wonderful day for 
you to use aD those angles at which 
yon are so adept at your job. Get 
involved now in a business project 
that combines foe old and the new. 
AQUARIUS: (January 19 to Febru- 
ary 17) Your own ideas now are 
modem and can be put in effect 
with success at your job. A dream 
will now come true for yon where 
business or money is concerned. 

PISCES: (February- 18 to March 
21) Your work today will require 
that yon use very basic concepts 
that enable you to do a good job. 
Older friends who understand you 
are your best oudet for a happy 
social time .now. 

Today’s chfld: If your child were 
bom today be or she win love to 
study ana team about the latest 
trends and techn o logy and be pre- 
pared for any changes that will 
effect aD of oar lives m the future. 
There is some musical talent and a 
gift for higher math and every 
iodpatioa that this Libra will enjoy 
' a fine education... 

"The stars impel, they do not 
ootapeL " What you make of your 
fife is largely op to you. 


THE Daily Crossword 
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Palace upsets Everton 


LONDON (R) -i- Crystal Palace, recently 
trounced 9-0 by Liverpool, upset Everton’s 
attempt to go back to the top of the English First 
Division Soccer League Saturday with a surprise 
2-1 home win. 


First-half goals from striker Ian 
Wright and midfielder Alan Par- 
dew fired Palace to their most 
significant victory since returning 
to division one this season. 

Everton, who lost the lead- 
ership to city arch-rivals Liver- 
pool last weekend, pulled a goal 
back through Mike Newell short- 
ly after halftime, but Palace hung 
on for their third consecutive 


home league win. 

With Liverpool’s scheduled fix- 
ture against Manchester United 
put back until later in the year to 
be televised live, London dubs 
Chelsea, MillwaJl and Arsenal 
joined Everton in missing the 
chance to go top. 

Chelsea, 1988-99 second divi- 
sion champions, were involved in 
a gritty, goalless home draw with 1 


champions Arsenal, for whom 
David Rocastle missed a penalty, 
while Millwall slumped 1-0 at 
home to Norwich. 

England World Cup striker 
Garry Lineker recaptured his 
scoring touch in stunning style 
with a hat-trick to help Tot- 
tenham snatch a 3-2 home victory 
over London Rivals Queen’s 
Park Rangers. 

Liverpool, with IS points, re- 
main top on goal difference from 
second-placed Chelsea (15), fol- 
lowed by Arsenal, Norwich and 
Min wall, each with 14 points. 

Sixth-placed Everton were 
stunned by a double strike in 10 


minifies midway through the first 
half. 

Their Welsh international goal- 
keeper Neville Southall failed to 
hold a shot from Mark Bright and 
Wright prodded in the loose ball 
in the 27th minute. Palace ex- 
tended the lead when P&rdew 
beat the offside trap and drove 
home from dose range. 

Striker Newell, called into En- 
gland's squad for the World Cup 
qualifying match in Poland next 
month, briefly raised Everton’s 
hopes in the 55th minute when he 
pounced for his seventh goal of 
the season. 


Ivan Lendl 


Lendl defeats Leconte 


Evernden eliminates Chang 


SAN FRANCISCO (R) — KeUy 
Evernden of New Zealand played 
like a dream as be upset second- 
seeded American Michael Chang 
Friday to reach the semifinals of 
the $415,000 San Francisco 
Grand Prix tournament. 

Evernden overwhelmed 


Chang, the defending champion 
and French Open winner, 6-0, 
6-1, winning the first 11 games of 
the quarter-final match. 

"Today was just one of those 
great days,” said Evernden, who 
described his usual playing style 
as “reckless.” 


Amman Little League Soccer 
scores 

Friday, Sept. 29, 1989 


TOTS 

7-Up (2) 

Intercon (2) 

Wang (5) 

JUNIORS 

A.I.C.A. (0) 

Mr. Chips (0) 

Pirelli (0) 

Volvo (2) 

MIDS 

Arab Bank (0) 
AJ-Hikma (1) 

Jordan Omanrin (1) 

SENIORS 

Cairo Amman Bank (2) 
Nash/Ebb (2) 


vs 

Konica (0) 

vs 

Int. Traders (0) 

vs 

Jordan Express (0) 

vs 

Pepsi (0) 

vs 

Apple (5) 

vs 

Budget (0) 

vs 

Jordan Insurance (0) 

vs . 

Westinghouse (0) 

vs 

NE CC (2) 

vs 

Danish Dairy (2) 

vs 

Aramex (1) 

vs 

Pan Am (0) 


Soccer Standings ;■ 
as ot Sept 29,19#9 


TOTS 

Wang 

Int. Traders 

Intercon 

7-Up 

Jordan Express 
Konica 

JUNIORS 


“I had a dream day,” Evern- 
den said. “I was hitting the ball 
brillianL” 

Earlier, American Derrick 
Rostagno was eliminated in con- 
troversial fashion when he de- 
faulted his quarter-final at 6-2, 
3-2 down to Sweden's Anders 
' Jarryd after officials ruled that 
strings he had cut on his racket 
were illegal. 

Rostagno had cut them to ease 
the stress on his sore arm. 

Evernden served aggressively, 
pounded backhands down the 
line and scarcely made an error in 
a 70-minute upset victory. 

The New Zealander scored 37 
points with winners and frequent- 
ly opened up the court to over- 
power Chang. 

Evernden stepped out of his 
near-perfect groove for just one 
game — when he dropped serve 
at 5-0 in the second set. 

Asked bis pre-match prepara- 
tion, Evernden said: “I've been 
having a shot of tequila and a 
beer every night with dinner so I 
better continue it.” 

For Evernden, however, the 
stunning upset was easily put into 
perspective. 

Ron over by a car in Auckland 
at age 17, Evernden was pro- 
nounced dead on arrival. After a 
miraculous recovery he was told 
he would never play tennis again. 

“Even if I never win another 
match, Fm a success because I 
came back from that,” he said. 

. . Chang said he was helpless 
t 4 gainjB(.,^vprad.en. .“You just 
- , Jiaye to take, your hat off to him 
and move on,” Chang said. “1 
didn’t play bad. It’s just one of 
those days.” 

Chang, 17, said he was anxious 
to win at least one game and not 
suffer what he called a “double- 
bagel,” referring to a zero-shaped 
form of bread. 

“It was very important for 
me,” said Chang of his narrow 
escape from a 6-0, 6-0 defeat. 

The day also began with a 


surprise when Rostagno de- 
faulted against Jarryd. 

Rostagno, suffering from a 
sore arm, ahd clipped the upper 
and lower cross-strings on his 
racket to lessen the string tension 
and ease pressure on his arm. 

But Grand Prix supervisor 
Eduardo Menga of Brazil ruled 
the cut strings illegal, saying the 
rule calls for “uniform string ten- 
sion.” 

“Then I have to default,” said 
Rostagno, who felt the pain 
would be too great to play with 
normally strong rackets. 

Third-seeded American Brad 
Gilbert advanced with a 7-5, 6-3 
win over sixth seed Christo Van 
Rensburg of South Africa. 


BORDEAUX, France (R) — 
World number one Ivan Lendl 
put doubts about his day court 
form behind him on Friday with a 
swift victory over French Davis 
Cup player Henri Leconte at the 
$255,000 Bordeaux men's tennis 
grand prix. 

Lendl, surprisingly beaten in 
Barcelona by Ecuador’s Andres 
Gomez in the semifinals of last 
week’s tournament, his first on 
day for three months, needed 
only 66 minutes to defeat the 
eighth seed 6-2, 6-3. 

Leconte, who recently re- 
turned to the circuit after a long 
absence following a back opera- 
tion in May, played his usual 
brand of enterprising tennis but 
was too error-prone to trouble 
Lendl’s solid game. 

“I was very happy with my 
match today,” Lendl said. “I 
played a lot of good shots and I 
was able to maintain a high level 
of play for the whole match. 

“Henri is a good friend of mine 
and we had an enjoyable contest. 
His talent is still there and ought 
to allow him to get back so his 
best quickly. All he needs is to 


play more matches." 

Leconte said: “It's always diffi- 
cult zo play against Ivan. Right 
from the stan he was hitting the 
ball very hard and I had trouble 
getting into the match.” 

Lendl, who was largely untrou- 
bled, did not drop a single service 
game and only had once break 
point against him when Leconte 
had the chance for a 3-1 lead in 
the second sei 

The world number one meets 
Peruvian fourth seed Jaime Yza- 
ga, a 7-6 (7-3). 6-2 victor over 
Cassio Motta of Brazil, in Satur- 
day’s semifinals. 

In the other semifinal, second 
seed Emilio Sanchez of Spain 
plays the unseeded Frenchman 
Jean-Philippe Fleurian who pro- 
vided the upset of the round for 
the second time this week. 

Fleurian, ranked 113rd in the 
world, beat fifth seed Goran 
Pipic of Yugoslavia 6-2, 6-3 to 
follow his victory over third seed 
Horst Skoff of Austria 
Wednesday. 

Sanchez had an easy time in 
beating compatriot Thomas C&r- 
bonell 6-0, 6-3. 


[Business 
1 Services 


HAYA 

BUSINESS 

SERVICES 


A.I.C.I 
Pepsi * 

Volvo 
Mr. Chips 
Pirelli 
Budget 

Jordan Insurance 


Danish Dpy 
Arab Bank 
Westinghouse 
NECC 
Al-Hikma 
Jordan Omanrin 

SENIORS 

Cairo Amman Bank 
Nasb-Ebb 
Pan Am 
Aramex 


DOG LOST 

A brown Bulldog (Boxer) with a cut tail was lost from the 
residence of its owner at Dahiyat Al Rabiya (doctors) last 
Friday. 

If found please call 674601. A reward will be 
granted 


, MANY VILLAS 
-AND APARTMENTS 
ROR RENT & SALE 
Furnished or x 
Unfurnished 

In Shmeisani, Sweifieh, 
Abdoun- and many other 
locations. 

For metre Information 
please call 
Wael Real Estate 
• Tel: 685342. 


Has the pleasure 

Mk, to offer the following services 

^ ^Translation and interpreting 

*Typing and word-processing(Arabic& L atin) 
*Transcripdon and telephone readout 
J gjw ^Facsimile and Telex express service , 

^Photocopying and Binding 
^Reliable world courier service 
*MaB shots * Equipment rental j 

B^gtheWorld to Your Business Doorstep j 

TSK62406^Ro^SSo9SSn^ZI2JabSv!elbtleh - Amman ^ 


Second anniversary Second anniversary Second anniversary Second anniversary 

oi.io.i989 — 




01.10.1967 
2 years 



AL R1HAN1 ESTABLISHMENT 

For Goldsmithing, Jewdery, and Trade 
Silver - Eastern souvenirs ( 




Period «_ 


On the second anniversary of the opening of the establishment and to readvertise and promote 
popularity, it presents the public its fantastic offers of: ItaBan and Local pure SHrer, Eastern Souvenirs, 
pearl boxes and gifts with competitive prices. Free gift with every box. 

We are ready to fix and paint, afl kinds of gold, and to make gold and silver names as well as allkinds 
of artistic orders. * ... . “ ■ " 

The suitable place for your favourite niftsAWe initiated the idea Ml 

/Lm We are open from ikOO uil - 2:00 pjn. and from 3i30-ft00pjnJP iwi ^/ 
a excepts Sundays afternoon. t f 

I Jabal Amman, First Circle, Rainbow Street, Tel. 628083 / for free! 

Vc?— , Ah Ian Wa Sahlan 

Second anniversary Second anniversary Second anniversary Second anniversary 


Let’s go 

DUTCH BULBS 

laha&Qashou Co. 
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FURNISHED APARTMENT FOR RENT 

At Ai Suwaifiah. Newly constructed and well-furnished 
apartment approx. 120 m 2 located as second floor of a 
villa wHh another apt. Very tidy and suitable for small 
family. Too close to the Airport Highway. 

For further details or inquiries, please call on Tel. 
604935 from 14:00-20:00 
FOR ANNUAL LEASE ONLY 


FOR RENT 

A fully-furnished 3-bedrooms apartment with large salon, 
kitchen, 2 bathrooms and a large veranda. Located 
between 7th Circle and Mecca Street. - 

For more Information please call: 819372. 


FURNISHED APARTMENT FOR RENT 

Deluxe apt. in a quiet residential area between fourth & fifth 
circles— 3 bedrooms, 2 bathrooms, 2 living rooms, dining room, 
kitchen 2 verandas, garage, central heating, telephone, TV/ 
video recorder, washing machine and dryer. Ready for occu- 
pancy 

For more details call 674286 


VILLA FOR RENT 

Located in Abdoun and suitable for a diplomatic corps. The villa 
is recently built and consists of 2 floors with 7 bedrooms, salons, 
several bathrooms, 2 kitchens, an annex tor maids, well-kept 
garden, and spacious garage for several cars. The villa is 
supplied with the most modem equipment and has a disting- 
uished design. It also has internal decorations with a great view 
and ultra deluxe finishings. 

For further details please call 602161 Amman. No 
mediators accepted 


Cinema. ' 


And God 
Created 
Woman 


Tel: 677420 



Tel: 675571 


Cinema 




Tel: 677420 s - 




fafonnura 330, 630. 830. 1030 p-m. 


DEADLY 

PURSUIT 

* ! 

L Shorn: 3-JO, &30, &30, 1030 



THE HIDDEN 


Shows: 1130, 3:30, 5:15, 6:30. 8: 
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A Vietnamese tricycle driver repairs his vehicle in front off a board in Ho Chi Mmh City w e l c o min g the retain of Vi etname se troops fttsw 
Cambodia 

Cambodian rebels claim 
major push near border 


ARANYAPRATHET, Thailand 
(AP) — Cambodian guerrillas 
have launched a major offensive 
against the pro-Hanoi govern- 
ment and claimed to have battled 
their way into a key border town 
Saturday morning, guerrilla and 
Western diplomatic sources said. 

Officers of the Khmer People's 
National Liberation Front 
(KPNLF) said 7,000 of their 
fighters launched coordinated 
attacks against five towns along 
highway 69 which parallels the 
Thai-Cambodian border in west- 
ern Cambodia. 

“This is not guerrilla warfare. 
It is conventional warfare,” said 
one Western diplomatic source, 
describing the fighting as the 
largest single coordinated effort 
by the Cambodian resistance in 
terms of troops and objectives in 
the decade-long war. 

The source, who requested 
anonymity, said the KPNLF may 
have timed the push with drives 
by its guerrilla partners, the Com- 
munist Khmer Rouge and a 


group loyal to resistance leader 
Prince Norodom Sihanouk, in 
other areas along the Thai- 
Cambodian border. 

The three groups are battling 
the Phnom Penh government, 
which has been backed by Viet- 
namese forces since 1979. Hanoi 
says the last of its troops with- 
drew from Cambodia last 
Tuesday. 

KPNLF officers said their 
troops had entered the key town 
of Sisophon after an infantry 
assault had were driving towards 
Banreay Chmar, Svey Chiek, 
Thmar Pouk and Kandoun. 

The towns, defended by rough- 
ly, 4,500 Cambodian soldiers, are 
located 20 to 40 kilometres across 
the Thai border inside Cambodia. 

The officers claimed that sever- 
al Soviet-made T-54 tanka were 
disabled by KPNLF fighters, 
armed mainly with light infantry, 
weapons and anti-tank rockets. 

“They can take it (the objec- 
tives) but they can’t hold it,” tire 
Western diplomat predicted. 


The diplomat described the 
morale of the KPNLF fighters as 
“very high” because of the pull- 
out of Vietnamese troops and 
recent supplies of weapons and 
foods. 

A Western relief official based 
in Aranyaprathet said he had 
received reports that the three 
guerrilla fashions had been plan- 
ning a coordinated offensive for 
some time. 

“It is definitely true that they 
have begun this offensive but it is 
maybe too early to really believe 
their reports,' 1 he said, speaking 
on condition of anonymity. _ 

The non-communist KPNLF 
claims to have more than 16,000 
fighters. The strongest guerrilla 
group, the Khmer Rouge, fields 
between 30,000 and 40,000 fight- 
ers, according to Western intelli- 
gence estimates. 

Vietnam, which invaded Cam- 
bodia and ousted the Khmer 
Rouge in late 1978, said it com- 
pleted the withdrawal of all its 
troops from the country Tuesday. 


Bnt the guerrillas say that 
thousands of Vietnamese have 
stayed behind. 

On Thursday, China, the main 
backer of the Khmer Rouge, con- 
tended that 30,000 Vietnamese 
troops were still in Cambodia 
disguised as government soldiers. 

But in a statement to U.N. 
Secretary General Javier Perez 
de Cuellar, relayed by Phnom 
Penh's official SPK news agency 
Friday, Cambodian Premier Hun 
Sen insisted the Vietnamese with- 
drawal was complete. 

It said “not a single Viet- 
namese sokher or military adviser 
remains in Cambodia-.” 

Vie tnamese ' Foreign Minister 
Nguyen Co Thacfa, in an inter- 
view reported by the Vietnam 
News Agency Friday, accused 
China and the United States Of 
using the claim that Vietnamese 
troops had stayed behind in Cam- 
bodia as a pretext to continue 
military aid to the guerrillas. 


Zsa Zsa Gabor found 
guilty of cop-slapping 


BEVERLY HILLS, California 
(AP) — Actress Zsa Zsa Gabor 
was convicted Friday on misde- 
meanor charges for slapping a 
police officer, driving without a 
valid driver's license and with an 
open bottle of alcohol in her 
Rolls-Royce. 

But riie was acquitted of dis- 
obeying officer Paul Kramer 
when she drove away from him 
June 14 during a traffic stop 
confrontation. She said she inter- 
preted an obscene phrase he 
allegedly used as an order to 
leave. 

“It is unbelievable.” Miss 
Gabor told her husband. 
Frederick Von Anhalt as the ver- 
dicts were read. 

The Hungarian-born actress, 
fiery and unpredictable during 
the 15-day trial, made no ocher 
remarks as she sat with her 
attorney William Graysen. 

Sentencing was set for Oct. 17. 
Miss Gabor faces a maximum 
penalty of 18 months in jail and a 
$3,500 fine. 

During the trial. Miss Gabor 
was fined $500 by Municipal 
Court Judge Charles , Rubin for 
violating what she called a “gag- 
ging order” by commenting to 
reporters on witnesses in the 
case. Another gag order violation 
allegation was dismissed by 
Rnbm. 


The 12-member jury deliber- 
ated 90 minutes on Wednesday, 
all day Thursday and returned 
their verdicts Friday afternoon. 

Kramer, a motorcycle officer, 
pulled Miss Gabor's Rolls-Royce 
over after noticing expired reg- 
istration tags on the auto. As he 
checked for other violations, she 
drove off. 

Miss Gabor slapped Kramer 
when be pulled her over a second 
time. He said the attack was 
unprovoked but she said she 
reacted m self-defence when be 
forcibly removed her from her 
car. 

The veteran celebrity's trial 
was distinguished by colourful 
expletives and theatrics. 

Chattering from topics like jail- 
house lesbians to comparisons of 
U.S. justice and Nazi Germany, 
Miss Gabor attracted as much 
media attention during her case 
as she did in any previous TV or 
film performance. 

"I am the daughter of a free- 
dom fighter,” the star of such 
films as “Queen of Outer Space" 
and “Boys Night Out” told repor- 
ters during her trial. “I am a 
horsewoman ... I am a princess. I 
am Zsa Zsa.’' 

Upset by testimony that de- 
picted her in a different light — as 



Zsa Zsa Gabor 


a self-important, foul-mouthed 
shrew — Miss Gabor stormed out 
of the courtroom in tears on four; 
occasions. “I want to go to 
Europe,” she said after one such 
walkout. 

Miss Gabor’s defence binged 
on the contention that Kramer 
was a temperamental brute wbo 
had a history of manhandling 
suspects. 

“I was screaming, ‘help, help, 
help,” she said in tear-filled testi- 
mony. “I was afraid of the police. 
They were going to shoot me.” 

The trial, lasting much longer 
than first anticipated, cost tax- 
payers an estimated $30,000. 


Hong Kong talks stalemated 


LONDON (R) — Britain and 
China have ended three days of 
tough talking on Hong Kong still 
deeply divided over preparations 
for the handover of the colony in 
1997. 

The London meeting was the 
first since Britain banned high- 
level contacts after Chinese 
troops crushed pro-democracy 
demonstrations in Peking’s 
Tienanmen Square in June. 

The Chinese delegation said it 
disagreed seriously with Britain 
over how to restore confidence in 
Hong Kong ami insisted it would 
station troops there after the col- 
ony reverts to its control. 

Ji Chaoazhu," ambassador to 
the British-Chinese Joint Liaison 
Croup, rejected British calls for 
Chinese troops to be limited or 
excluded from Hong Kong after 
1997, saying they were a “symbol 
of sove reign cy” for Peking. 

“I have to admit there are 
major differences between us on 


matters of important principle,'' 
he said after the talks ended 
Friday. 

Robin McLaren, who headed 
the British delegation, said both 
sides said things the other ride did 
not want to hear. 

“There was some pretty 
straight talking as each side set 
out its views on the situation,'' be 
said. 

Britain and China agreed there 
was a confidence problem to the 
colony, which is to be handed 
back to China under the terms of 
a 1984 agreement between Lon- 
don and Peking, he said. 

The Chinese side said concern 
in Hong Kong was a result of the 
way the Western media portrayed 
the events of June 3 and 4 in an 
around Tienanmen Square. 

Diplomats in Peking believe 
hundreds, possibly thousands of 
people were killed there by the 
People’s Liberation Army. 


But Ji said: “Because of the 
one-sided and distorted reports, 
and because of rumours, there 
are some alarms in the commun- 
ity in Hong Kong.” 

The Chinese delegation ac- 
cused Hong Kong of launching 
subversion and sabotage against 
Pelting, but British officials re- 
jected the allegations. 

Ji said China would stand by its 
obligations after the handover of 
the colony, provisions for retain- 
ing its Western-style economic 
and soda! system would be re- 
spected. 

He said China planned to go 
ahead in June and promulgate a 
new baric law or constitution for 
Hong Kong, valid from the hand- 
over despite delays in talks with 
Britain. 

British sources said they were 
disappointed the deadline could 
not be delayed to allow more 
consultation. 


Record 
drug haul 


in U.S. 

LOS ANGELES (Agencies) — 
U.S. authorities said they made 
the biggest seizure of cocaine on 
record at a warehouse Friday, 
finding at least 20 tonnes of the 
drug valued “conservatively” at 
$2 billion. 

About $10 million in cash also 
was seized, said Ralph 
Lochridge, a spokesman for the 
Drug Enforcement Administra- 
tion (DEA). 

He said at least 20 tonnes was 
found, and authorities thought 
they might locate even more. 

“This seizure should put to rest 
any further speculation that Los 
Angeles is in feet the major path- 
way for cocaine entering the 
country and has in fact become a 
major distribution centre in the 
United States,” Lochridge said. 

Lochridge said it was the big- 
gest cocaine seizure in history. 


tic record of 3,270 kilogrammes 
' in Tampa, Florida, last year ahd a 
12-tonne seizure in Colombia. 

The cocaine was seized at a 
warehouse in a light industrial 
area of Sylmar, a section of Los 
Angeles in the north San Fernan- 
do Valley, about 40 klometres 
from downtown. 

Three men, whose names were 
not immediately released, were 
arrested for investigation of con- 
spiring to distribute cocaine, 
Lochridge said. 

“They claimed to be Mexican, 
but their accents were south 
American,” he said. 

He said the DEA had been 
investigating and conducting “in- 
tense surveillance" for a year 
before moving in about midnight. 

“It’s about S2 billion in 
cocaine, and that's a very con- 
servative estimate,” Lochridge 
said. “Twenty tonnes — nothing 
like that has ever been done 
before.” 

Other drug-enforcement offic- 
er placed the value of the haul at 
between S2 billion and 56 billion. 

About three weeks ago, police 
arrested eight Colombian nation- 
als in Los Angeles and seized 
about half a tonne of cocaine. 
Those arrested included a 71- 
y ear-old wo man 

Friday’s seizure came after a 
year-long investigation by federal 
agents and local police, author- 
ities said. 


Barco declares ‘ world 
war on narco- terrorists’ 


UNITED NATIONS (Agencies) 
— Colombian President VfrgOk? 
Barco Vargas has prodaimea“a 
new world war” arainst drug traf- 
fickers and urged U.N. General 
Assembly memben to seize drug 
profits and suppress drug use. 

The Cokmitaan president, in a 
dramatic speech Friday to the 
159-nation General Assembly, 

urged aOnatKro to sign the Vieir- 
na Convention on Narcotics Traf- 
ficking. The pact provides penal- 
ties for users, permits search and 
seizure of ships and confiscation 
of properties, 

“A new world war is being 
waged by an aggressor unres- 
trained by the traditional rules of 
engagement or by the responsibi- 
lities of national sovereignty,” 
Barco told the world body. 

“There most be no safe haven 
for the narco-terrorists,” he sand 
to loud applause. 

Extraordinary security precau- 
tions were taken before Barco’s 
appearance, including posting of 
sharp shooters atop buddings and 
deployment of bomb-suiffing dogs 
and a lesion of UN. police, aided 
by bomb squad vans. 

Colombia's drug war intensi- 
fied Aug. 18 when leading pres- 
idential candidate Luis Carlos 


Galas, a harsh opponent of the 
drug trade, was assassinated, 
allegedly on the orders of drug- 
lords. Barco a day later laun- 
ched a new crackdown on the 
traffickera, who responded by de- 
claring war on the government. 

Colombian dgiglords and their 
cartels have assassinated govern- 
ment officials, jurists, legislators, 
mayors, soldiers, poticemen, jour- 
nalists and others who have chal- 
lenged their trade, Barco said. 

“We, a community of nations, 
find ouxsdves under assanh from 
an international criminal enter- 
prise that respects none of oar 
nonns of sovereignty, frontiers or 
laws,” Barco said. 

He called fqr international 
efforts to control .the trade in che- 
micals, which are used to process 
cocaine and other drugs, and to 
stop arms sales to drug traffickers 
who have hired foreign mercenar- 
ies to fight the 'government. 

■ Bombs rock Col ombi a 

Shortly after Barco spoke, four 
bombs exploded in Bogota, three 
of them at schools, in what au- 
thorities described as a marked 
increase in drag-related violence 
in the Colombian capitals. 

Three bombs, each consisti ng 


of about three kilogrammes of 
dynamite, damaged the schools 
and slightly injured two teenage 
gills and a woman. 

A fourth and bigger bomb hit a 
savings bank' in the Primavera 
industrial district causing heavy 
Hamay to about 50 buildings. ' 

A bomb also exploded Friday 
night in the southern city of Cah, 
one of two headquarters of the 
major cocaine cartels, d am a ging 
a bank. 

More than 90 bombs have ex- 
ploded across the country in the 
past five weeks in what author- 
ities are callmg a sustained cam- 
paign of terror and intimidation 
by drug traffickers of the Medel- 
lin cocaine cartel. The Cah carte] 
has not claimed responsibility for 
any of the bombings. 

Extradition cleared 

Meanwhile, a judge has cleared 
the way for the extradition of 
another Colombian to the United 
States to face drug charges. 

The Bogota newspaper El 
Tiempo reported that the judge 
in Cartagena, 300 .ldlometres 
north of the capital, rejected an 
appeal for the release of Ana 
Maria Rodriguez, who was 
arrested three weeks ago. 


Row over Marcos heats up 


MANILA (Attacks) — Suppor- 
ters of Ferdinand Marcos 
announced plans Saturday for 
nationwide protest marches to 
pressure President Cerazoa 
Aquino to reverse her ban oh a 
Philippine burial for the late 
dictator. 

Vice-President Salvador 



_ It to fBMh the dedrien 
would be Bed Monday. 

dn. 1 . 

for Marcos’s 
New Sodety Party, said 
a “march 
fsr^fnstkc” In sever al major 
PhHppiue cities next weekend. 

“We arc niarvMn g for justice 
Car the Me wse s so that his 
family wfl be showed to bring 
Ms remains to the Phffippfoes,” 
Cundra told reporters. 

He said ewe march would 
start in Manas’* birthplace of 
Surra! town ft* the northern 
province off Betas Norte and 


5 M kdometres to 

Maufia. 

A toribr march from Laurel’s 
home province of Katanga* 
aho end to the capital, 
her marrhra bein g held 
ut toe same time to key cities. 

to H oaio tote, tomMa Marcos 
baa said toe might keep toe 
remains off Marcos at their 
Hanafian estate until toe former 
Ffcllfrudni ruler can be buried 
to kb hom ela nd. 

“My plan has always been to 
b rin g Mm bade,” Mrs. Marcos 
said after her husband's death. 
“I have w—niMwl myself to 
what is Ferdtoaad’s right to rest 
to peace to his metoertuML” 

Hawaii’s ritorwey general arid 
Friday It aright take i const 
rating to say bow long Marcos’ 
body can remain at his Hanoto- 
ta boom. 

Marcos, 72 , died Thursday at 
SC Frauds Metical Centre af- 
ter nearly nine months in the 
hospital. Doctors said kidney 
and hmg feOnre and a wide- 


spread infection contributed to 
the cardiac arrest fisted as the 
cause off death. ’ 

There were no immediate 
plans for burial, toe said, aad 
an aide s ug g e s t ed that, barring 
their return to the Philippines, 
Marcos* remains might be 
above ground for a long tone. 

Hawaii tow requires that a 
body be embalmed, buried or 
cremated 30 hours of 

death, unless it is to the hands off 
a coroner, medical examiner or 
comriy physician. 

Morticians said Marcos’s 
embalmed body, which has been 
displayed to a bronze casket in 
the firing room off Iris MaldU 
Wri ghts home since Ttimrsday, 
could be preserved todefinitdy. 

One *f the marches ptamaed in tin 

Pfaffipphmwa to headed by Book 

Norte Vice Governor RoiradoAhs- 
dBa, a former Marcos totefifenee 
chief wbo was linked to at least me 
of the five coop a pm* 

Aqatao. 



Space monkeys 
return 

on flying zoo 

MOSCOW (R) — Two Soviet 
.space monkeys returned to earth 
Fr id ay along with their fellow 
crew members — rats, fish and 
jnsects — after two weeks aboar 
an orbiting zoo devoted tq space 
research. Zhakonya and 
Zabiyaka landed in Soviet 
Kazakhstan aboard the Kotapos- 
2044 spacecraft, TASS news 
agency reported. It said the 
monkeys’ first check-up indi- 
cated they had withstood the 
strains of the flight wdL The 
flying zoo blasted off Sept. 15 for 
studies of the impact of w eigfa- 
tiessness, artificial gravity and 
ionizing radiation cm the various 
organisms on £oard, the report 
said. About 20* countries contri- 
buted to the research program- 
me, inducting the United States, 
France, Canada and the Euro- 
pean Space Agency. It was not 
the first time Moscow has sent 
monkeys into space. In 1987, one 
of two monkeys aboard a sa t e ffit c 
broke loose from restraints and 
played havoc with equipment be- 
fore the spaceship returned to 
Earth thousands of miles off 
coarse. 
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Last Week's Cryptograms 

f. One mm's trash solution stay possibly be aunthrr 
poUutkm. 

2. To begin with, bow «fid Urat dant ctecr cat ever get Into the bur? 

3. Puzzle: where have due pennies gone? For due: where (tve-eeM 
cigars went! 

4. Dpja vu It Just form of our nostalgia, Hnmlnsttng loved events. 


CRYPTOGRAMS 

1. ELIBBP MCJJP ACP HWBK OWEJP AIAD HW 
B1KD IJK BID DTLD IB OWCJHEP MITE. 

—By Ead Maud 

2. QCKQ DVBCCCK SMC FRD XU X QICAMTr 
IAZH ZYFRMQB B1XZUIHS: “YZAZH X M Y E 
UBZHZ 1 H UBZ V — UBI S V I U Q U B I IB 

DB,xr ’ . totem Out 

3. X WALK XCN A NUO XSTENCH E7NVMPE EN 

UCCUCSEL NOX8TENCH KLBXLI NX BLSCGH 
BLllMFGNCL -foEiHuMraa. 

4. YUM CMP Y WMQN HE WD XSEED VSYRYVI 
KQXM HP PYIHEYND XVI YUM CHIRP! 

- —By Batten J.Ragg 
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